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FILM COMMISSION NEWS

WWW.FILMCOMMISSION.CZ OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED!

Do you want to find out more about filming in the Czech Republic? Check out the new Czech Film Commission web
site which provides key contacts to local film professionals, companies and resources available for filmmakers visiting
the Czech Republic.

The web site also offers an online sampler showing many attractive locations in and outside of Prague. Some of the

other features include film industry news, media links and a section where you can find out who is presently on location
in the Czech Republic!

ONGOING PRODUCTIONS: STILLKING’S HOT SEASON

The Prague Barrandov Studios and various locations across Prague and the Czech Republic host several current and
upcoming film productions by Stillking Films, the international film production company, including a four month shoot of
the blockbuster Doom based on the legendary computer game. The film is directed by Andrzej Bartkowiak and is a co-
production by the Czech Republic, UK, Germany and USA for Universal Pictures, starring Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson
who plays one of the Marines battling against demons and other blood-sucking creatures from other dimensions.

‘Our first project of 2005 is the Paramount remake of the classic 50's comedy Last Holiday which kicked off with a big
ski scene in the Austrian Alps and returns to Karlovy Vary for six weeks shooting at the famous Grand Hotel Pupp),
comments David Minkowski from Stillking Films on one of the latest productions. It stars Queen Latifah, LL Cool J and
Gerard Depardieu. Wayne Wang is in the director's chair. Similarly, various mountain and snow scenes across the Czech
Republic stand in for the set of Disney’s The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, directed by Andrew Adamson (Shrek).
The production also includes a stage shoot at Barrandov studios.

Stillking also acts as co-producer on the shoot of the TV series for NBC-Universal Revelations directed by Lili Zanuck
and starring Bill Pullman and Natascha McElhone which takes place between January and April 2005 in Prague and
Italy, as well as an eight week shoot of Stratus Entertainment's The lllusionist starring Edward Norton that brings the
production to the historical Czech town of Cesky Krumlov in April.

See wwwistillking.com for more details.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT WWW.FILMCOMMISSION.CZ



Karl Baumgartner, independent producer of international renown, is currently co-producing three films
together with young Czech directors. These are Something like Happiness by Bohdan Slama, Key to the
Dream by Sasa Gedeon and the just finished Wrong Side Up by Petr Zelenka.

What were the decisive factors for you to choose these three scripts by Zelenka, Slama and Gedeon when
they were first presented to you?

For years, | have been closely watching the films these three directors have made and | appreciate their work a lot.
Czechoslovakia — and | deliberately refer to both countries — has a history of incredible talent where you do not have a
hiatus as you find it in Germany. There is a continuity stretching from Forman and Menzel to the young directors of
today. And what | also like is that these directors are making films very much orientated towards the audience. The
Czech Republic is one of the few countries where you do have a potentially large movie-going public for domestic films.
There is a strong bond between that audience and the young directors. The audience loves the directors and evidently
the directors love the audience.

What approach do you take while looking for new directors and stories?

| saw previous movies and then approached the directors. | have been following

Zelenka's work for 10 years, ever since Buttoners was shown in Rotterdam. And after
Sasa Gedeon made Return of the Idiot | told him that | would like to work with him. It
is also important that there is a local producer who is open to the idea of international
co-production, who stands behind the project, because the production company is the
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safeguard that the project will develop properly and will be brought to a successful F
conclusion. But for me, it is the director who is vital. The director is even more |
important than the script. '

What advice would you give to young directors and independent producers from Central and Eastern Europe
who want to launch their projects on the international market?

There is a danger that the young directors are taking compromises, but there is also a danger in not being willing to take
any compromises. It is really important that directors have an audience at home. That they do not produce into the void.
And it is important that they look around at what else is happening in the world, how cinematography is developing in other
countries. If they have got a strong personality, they will take good influences from outside on board. Yet, | can only
encourage them to maintain their distinctiveness. Thus, a film by Sasa Gedeon is a Sasa Gedeon film but it is also a Czech
film. The synergy between these two aspects is very important. And that is what people in other countries find interesting.



TELEGRAM

Rotterdam’s prestigious market CineMart has chosen Substitute by
director Martin Krejéi. The feature is produced by Vratislav Slajer
(Bionaut Films), ACE producer 2004, and Helena Uldrichova
(Barrandov Studios). For further information please visit

www.filmfestivalrotterdam.com.

For the 2004 EAVE program young producer Ivana Vrbikova has

been selected with the project Three Seasons in Hell directed by
Tomas Masin. This project represented by production company Dawson has also been selected for the Berlinale
Co-production Market held on February 13 and 14, 2005 in Berlin. For further information please visit: www.eave.org.

Young actor Jan Budar has been selected for the Czech Shooting Star in 2005. He will be
presented together with his European colleagues during Berlin IFF. For further information
please visit: www.efp-online.com.

Budar is currently working in two films. He appears in Jan Némec's latest film Toyen on the
leading Czech surrealist and one of the women who played an important role in the
International Surrealist movement. And in Hrubes and Mares are best friends — come rain,
come shine, which is the sequel of Vladimir Moravek’s Bored in Brno. Moravek’s debut film
was awarded by 7 Golden Lion and will be distributed in Germany by Ventura Film from
27" January 2005.

The master of Czech Animation Jan Svankmajer is currently
shooting his latest feature Lunacy which is based on motives from
Edgar Allan Poe. The film supported by Media Programme and
Eurimages will, like his earlier Oteséanek, mixt feature and

animation and is due to be premiered in November 2005.




EUROVISIONS
CIZIECH REPUBLIC

MM PFT Brediard, UK MAYT I005

o Tl

Casch Brpublic




CHRISTIAN BECKER MATTHIAS MUsse SEBASTIAN NIEMANN
GERHARD SCHIRLO F.d. GoOTTLIEB KARL SPIEHS JORG
GRUNLER KNuT LoOEWE DANIEL KOPPELKAMM Lisa FiLm
ULt LIMMER BEN VERBONG HoFMANN & VOGEs ENT.
REINER KAUFMANN KLaus EICHHAMMER JAN FEHSE
SuUsANNE FREYER SAM Fim SoNuA Rowm DAN MaAG
MARTIN ENLEN MANFRED BREY STEPHAN ScHuUH DIETMAR
PrRENGEL DAvID SLAMA MIicHAEL RowiTz DIETMAR KOELZER
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FiLmMm PrRODUCTION

FiLiPp HERING

YourR PrRobucTioN PARTNER IN OzEcH REPUBLIC
JEROME LATTOUR PHOENIX FILM JuLlANE HoHL JANA KAREN
NDF Uwe REIMER GERNDOT ROLL KARLHEINZ GANZER
NETWORK MOVIE MALTE GRUNERT RATPAck FiLM GoLDKIND FiLM

WiLMA FILM s.R.0., STRUHAROVSKA 9, 141 00 PrRAHA 4, CzecH REPuUBLIC
TEL.: 00420 272 019 222, rFax: 00420 272 765 977
WILMAFILM@VEILNY.E:Z, WWW.WILMAFILM.CZ




