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THE BROTHERS GRIMM by Terry Gilliam
International premiere at the International Venice Film Festival - Official Competition

Established in 2003, Reforma Films is a Prague-based collaboration of U.S. and
European filmmakers.

The company’s first big-budget production was The Brothers Grimm, starring Matt
Damon, Heath Ledger, Peter Stormare, and others. It was shot entirely in the Czech
Republic, with 103 shooting days over twenty weeks, including almost three weeks
on location. Filming took place on the four biggest stages and the entire back lot of
Barrandov Studios and was finished at the end of November 2003.

Director Terry Gilliam on The Brothers Grimm: ‘We built the sets for the forest [...],
the back of that set looked as interesting as the forest itself. [...] These guys were
so good at putting together old buildings; they know it and they feel it. [...] For doing

things that are very rustic, it's the perfect place!
See www.reformafilms.com for more details.

EVERYTHING IS ILLUMINATED by Liev Schreiber
International premiere at the International Venice Film Festival - Horizons section

Founded in 1993, Stillking Films is a producer of feature films, commercials and music
videos. With offices in Prague, Cape Town, Barcelona, London, Milan and Los Angeles the
company also offers an integrated network of options for physical production.

The ten-week shoot of Everything Is llluminated took place mostly in the countryside
around Prague and finished in August 2004.

Although the filmmakers had initially scouted the Ukraine, they decided to film in and
around Prague. Liev Schreiber: ‘| was lucky enough to have shot a film in Prague as an
actor and had become great friends with Matthew Stillman who runs Stillking, one of

Prague's best production companies. | saw the locations | realized they were not only
a perfect match for the Ukrainian countryside, but they were also really beautiful!

One of the film's producer's, Marc Turtletaub added: ‘| think the service level here is
extraordinary [...] it's the quality of the people here. [...] We found a great work ethic!
See wwwi.stillking.com for more details.



THE FINE ART OF LOVE - MINE HAHA by John Irving
International premiere at the International Venice Film Festival - Out of Competition

Balzer International Films (BIF), established as an independent production company in 1993, offers a complete
range of production services. BIF has provided production services or has co-produced My Giant (USA 1998, feat. Billy
Crystal), Brucio nel vento (Italy, Switzerland 2002) among other films.

Recently it co-produced The Fine Art of Love —Mine Haha. The story is based on Mine-Haha or Physical Education

of Young Girls by German author Frank Wedekind (Spring Awakening, Lulu). The film takes place in Thuringia, Germany,
in the early 20" century and the principal photography took place in the Czech Republic. Among the main locations were
the monastery Tepla, Marienbad and Sychrov Castle. This British-Italian-Czech co-production is featuring Jaqueline Bisset.
See www.bif.cz for more details.

HOSTEL by Eli Roth
International premiere at the International Toronto Film Festival - Midnight Madness section

The latest project made by International Production Company and its founders
Daniel Frisch and Philip Waley, Hostel, a US studio film (Sony Screen Gems), is
expecting a major theatrical release in November 2005.

Established in 2003, IPC has produced The League of Extraordinary Gentleman,
Running Scared, and The Pink Panther among other films.

Hostel, filmed one week in Cesky Krumlov, had major set builds, was shot in over fifty
locations, and had two crews filming over a seven—week period. With the exception of
the makeup effects, the entire crew was hired locally in the Czech Republic.

The film's director, Eli Roth, and his close friend Quentin Tarantino feel the picture looks
like five times the amount that was spent, and Sony Screen Gems is amazed by

the production value. The film's venerable editor, George Folsey Jr,, said it was one
of the best productions he has experienced in his forty-year career.

See www.intlprodco.com for more details.




TELEGRAM

The DVD release of Véra Chytilova’s latest film Searching for Ester — about
the fascinating Ester Krumbachova (1923-1996), one of the boldest personalities
of the Czech New Wave — provides some interesting bonus material. This consists in
unused interviews with Krumbachové's contemporaries, a video-clip directed by
Krumbachové herself, and a TV-documentary on the artist by her former husband,
director-writer Jan Némec. For sales abroad please contact Bionaut Films:
bionaut@bionaut.cz, www.bionaut.cz.

Filming of Young Hanibal: Behind the Mask (director: Peter Weber, Girl with
a Pearl Earring) will start in October in the Barrandov Studios, which will design and

manufacture the sets and props and provide film development services in its own
laboratories. Production services in the Czech Republic provided by ETIC.

The Sorrow of Mme. Schnaider, a Czech-Albanian co-production by director-actor Piro Milkani (Lamerica by
Gianni Amelio), will be shot in the Czech Republic. The Albanian director studied film at the Prague Film School in the
sixties. The autobiographical feature will star, among others, the Czech actress Afia Geislerové and the Italian actor

Michele Placido. Shooting will take place between September and October 2005. The theatrical release is planned
for March 2006.

Czech New Wave veteran director Jan Némec (Late Night Talks with
Mother) is finishing Toyen, a film freely inspired by the life and work of the
female Czech surrealist artist Toyen. Featuring Zuzana Stivinova (Faithless
Games) and Czech Shooting Star 2005 Jan Budat. The theatrical release is
planned for November 30, 2005.

Korean love stories shot in Prague during August: Three episodes of the twenty-part TV series Loves in Prague
(produced by the Korean company Olive 9, with Czech production services provided by Axman Production) are
scheduled to be broadcasted by SBS Korea in mid-September 2005. The two-week shoot is taking place in and around
such Prague landmarks as the Charles Bridge, Old Town Square, VySehrad, and Prague’s Lesser Quarter.



CZECH FESTIVALS &

INTERNATIONAL
DOCUMENTARY FILM
FESTIVAL JIHLAVA 2005
October 256-30

This prestigious showcase of original
documentaries with special emphasis
on works from Central Europe tries
to offer broad-ranging and current
information about past and

contemporary works from the world

of documentary cinematography.

Program sections:

m Between the Seas — competition of
Central European documentaries of
the past year

m Czech Joy — competition of Czech
documentaries

m Beadecker, Opus Bonum — newest
original documentaries from around
the globe

m Translucent Beings — wide-ranging
retrospective profiles of important
film personalities

Deadline for accreditation: October 10

For more information please visit:

www.dokument-festival.cz
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International
Documentary
Film Festival

EAST SILVER

The 2 year of the unique documentary
film market for East and Central
European documentaries is part of
the International Documentary Film
Festival Jihlava and aims to create
an easily accessible platform for film
professionals to exchange their
professional experiences.

The market offers a broad database
of documentaries from 2004-2005
intended primarily for festival program
directors, broadcasters, and distributors.

EAST
SILVER

For more information please visit:

www.eastsilver.net
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