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Czech Film Želary Nominated for Oscar








Prague, 22 January 2003 –The Czech film Želary, Ondřej Trojan‘s second feature, was nominated for an Oscar Award on Tuesday. The film will compete with four other nominees from the Netherlands, Sweden, Japan and Canada in the Foreign Language Film category on February 29th. 





This is the third time a Czech film has been nominated for an Oscar since the Czech Republic was founded 11 years ago. After Jan Svěrák’s Kolya won the prestigious award in 1996, Jan Hřebejek’s film Divided We Fall was nominated in 2000. 





Providing further testimony of the excellent standard of contemporary Czech film, the Czech-American short film Most / The Bridge, directed by Bobby Garabedian and William Zabka, was nominated to compete for an Oscar in the Short Film category in the 76th Annual Academy Awards. Since premiering at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival, the 30-minute Czech language film featuring a Czech cast has been honored at international film festivals around the world. 





The lead female role in Želary is played by Aňa Geislerová, who will be presented by European Film Promotion to international professionals at the 54th Berlin International Film Festival as an up-and-coming European Shooting Star 2004. 
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