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 Press Release








Velvet Generation Films to Showcase at Cottbus IFF


2-6 November 2004





Prague-Cottbus, 2 November 2004 – The 14th annual international festival of eastern European film in Cottbus, which will focus specifically on contemporary Czech film under the title Focus on New Czech Cinema, opens today. The rich program will present many films – not only the most recent releases, but also a total of 38 works from “Velvet Generation” filmmakers, i.e. Czech filmmakers from the 1990’s. 





The festival will open with world premieres of three out of ten co-productions from Europe’s Old New Faces, which was established in cooperation with ARTE TV. One of these three works is Souvenir (CZ 2004, 30´) by Czech director Alice Nellis.





Director David Ondříček’s latest feature film One Hand Can’t Clap and Fajně, a short film by Radim Filipec, will both compete in this year’s official program.


Besides the two films selected for competition, the following Czech films will appear in the official program:


The festival’s Spektrum Section will present screenings of Choking Hazard (CZ 2004, Marek Dobeš) and Smart Philip (CZ 2004, Václav Marhoul). The selection committee for the Special Section chose the documentary Czech Dream (CZ 2004, Vít Klusák, Filip Remunda) and the feature film Bored in Brno (CZ 2004, Vladimír Morávek). The festival’s National Hit Section, which traditionally showcases domestic box office hits from various countries, will screen Jan Hřebejk’s new film Up and Down (CZ 2004).





This year’s presentation of Czech films will take place under the auspices of His Excellence Mr. Boris Lazar, Czech Ambassador to Germany.


For the Velvet Generation profile, director Jan Svěrák chose 10 films between 1988 – 2004, which he will personally introduce in Cottbus.


The accompanying program will feature portraits from film schools in Prague, Zlín and Písek.





Czech film will also be represented at this year’s co-production market, Connecting Cottbus. The Czech production companies Verbascum, Bionaut Films, Dawson Production, Lucky Man Films and Endorfilm will all present their film projects in various stages of development to representatives of the international film industry at the market this year, the sixth in a row under the framework of the festival. 








For more information, please visit the website of the festival and coproduction market: www.filmfestivalcottbus.de.





CONTACT:


Jana Černík, � HYPERLINK "mailto:jana@filmcenter.cz" ��jana@filmcenter.cz�, +420 724 329 949


Markéta Šantrochová, � HYPERLINK "mailto:markéta@filmcenter.cz" ��markéta@filmcenter.cz�, +420 724 329 948











