Press Release

Prague, 22 January 2004

Aňa Geislerová as Shooting Star at 54th Annual IFF Berlin 2004

For the second time in its history, the Czech Film Center will represent Czech cinematography at the 2004 Berlin International Film Festival (5.-15 February 2004). Also, the recently established Film Commission will present its activities to international film professionals during the festival’s European Film Market.

The CFC stand will serve as an informational platform for Czech film for the international film industry. Among other promotional materials, the CFC’s new 2003 Catalogue of Czech Films, accompanied by a DVD with trailers of the films and interviews with the directors, will be available in Berlin. 

Two Czech films will be screened at the festival’s professional forum, the European Film Market: Faithless Games, Michaela Pavlátová‘s debut awarded at the San Sebastian IFF, and last year‘s most successful Czech film, Pupendo directed by Jan Hřebejk.
For the second year in a row, the CFC will also participate in Shootings Stars, an annual three-day promotional event organized by European Film Promotion. Aňa Geislerová will be presented to the international film industry this year as a promising up-and-coming Czech actress.

As further testimony to Czech cinematography’s excellence, two Czech projects have attracted attention at major European co-production markets this year: 

Saša Gedeon’s long awaited screenplay Key to Dream has been chosen as one of 45 projects to be presented at CineMart, whose forum Where Money Meets Ideas aims to link up excellent screenplays with funding from producers at the Rotterdam IFF (21 January – 1 February 2004). (For more information, please see www.filmfestivalrotterdam.com) 

Martin Krejčí’s Substitute, already presented at the Mannheim co-production market, was selected as one of 32 projects to participate in a new forum at this year‘s Berlin IFF, the Berlinale Co-Production Market (8-9 February 2004), which festival director Dieter Kosslick says was conceived as a supplement to the festival‘s existing European Film Market. (For more information, see www.berlinale.de)

