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Press Release
Czech Films Sold at the International Market in Berlin
Prague, February 22, 2006 – The European Film Market (EFM) at the 59th annual Berlin Film Festival came to a close last Sunday. This year’s market was held for the first time in the Martin-Gropius-Bau. At EFM 2006, Czech Film Center represented Czech cinematography and the domestic film industry for the first time in a umbrella stand with other Central European countries. You can find the brochure, Central European Cinema, and the extensive schedule of events on the web site www.filmcenter.cz.

According to Czech film sellers who took advantage of screenings at the market, this year’s EFM was wholly successful. All together, nine Czech films were screened, while two were sold immediately to various foreign countries. The company Nova World Sales closed contracts for director Filip Renč’s From Subway With Love with Poland, South Korea, and the USA. Petr Zelenka’s film Wrong Side Up was sold to Slovenia. Negotiations on sales of other films screened at the market, including Lunacy (Jan Švankmajer, 2005), Taming Crocodiles (Marie Poledňáková, 2006), The Rafters (Karel Janák, 2006), Over And Over! (Petr Vachler, 2005), Restart ( Julius Ševčík, 2005), and The City of the Sun (Martin Šulík, 2005), are under way. 
Marek Najbrt’s new project, Protektor, was selected for the third co-production market in Berlin. “The Berlinale Co-production market was the first international platform we presented Protektor, and the result was very satisfying,” recapped John Riley for the production company Negativ. “I can say that practically all the German-speaking producers had very positive reactions to Mark’s film,” Riley added. Protektor is scheduled to premiere in 2007.
For Czech Shooting Star Pavel Liška, who was showcased and presented to the international press and film professional for three days at the festival, participating in the Berlinale was a new experience.  The busy schedule for fresh European talent gave the young Czech actor an idea of his opportunities for working internationally. “It was an invaluable networking opportunity. I met 20 amazing young people there who do the same work I do, just in another country, maybe a bit differently, and with different people.” For detailed information and photos of the events, please visit www.efp-online.com.
Serving on the now traditional Talking Czech Film panel were big names on the Czech documentary film scene. Jan Gogola, Lucie Králová and Filip Remunda came together at the Czech Center in Berlin to discuss the theme of Open Confrontation with Reality – Situational Films in Czech Documentary. The discussion on new trends in Czech documentary filmmaking was moderated by Claas Danielsen, the director of Leipzig Documentary Film Festival and a leading expert on Czech documentaries. The very lively discussion was attended by journalists as well as film professionals.
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