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Czech Film Center to Represent Czech Film 

at 59th annual Cannes International Film Festival
Press Release
Prague, May 12, 2006 – As in years past, the Czech Republic will be represented at the annual international film festival and market in Cannes by Czech Film Center. Market screenings of four Czech films and a professional gathering of film professionals from the Czech Republic and Luxembourg are among the activities set to take place at the festival.
For the third year running, Czech Film Center has stepped in to organize the joint pavilion of the Czech Republic, Poland, and Slovakia at the international film festival in Cannes. As last year, the three countries will occupy a prestigious pavilion on the coastline in the Village International, which lies directly next to the main festival complex, from May 16-28. 
But unlike last year, the pavilion’s neighbors will include other film institutions from Central Europe – on one side Slovenian Film Fund and on the other Magyar Filmunio. This close connection will enable the institutions to present Central European cinematography at the market in Cannes as they did at the EFM market in Berlin under the heading Central European Cinema.
Following the great feedback from professional visitors, the pavilion’s interior from last year, designed by Martin Chocholoušek (a staff artist and set designer for Dejvice Theatre) who has also participated in designing the film festivals in Jihlava and Karlovy Vary, has been preserved. 
Under the framework of the European Film Promotion organization, of which CFC has been a member of since 2002, this year’s Producers on the Move program will showcase Karla Stojáková from Axman Production, who follows in the footsteps of Pavel Strnad (2003), Vratislav Šlajer (2004) and Helena Uldřichová (2005). Her short film Slavek the Shit was selected for the festival’s official program in the Cinefondation student film section. The name Stojáková also stands behind the film Restart by director Julius Ševčík, which will be screened at the market in Cannes. Among other projects, Karla Stojáková is currently working on the international co-production Shining World  directed by Michael Baumbruck.

Like Shooting Star in Berlin creates opportunities for actors to network on the European level, Producers on the Move in Cannes does the same for nineteen European producers.

Among the events hosted by Czech Film Center in Cannes is the now traditional Welcome Drink party on Friday, which will be held on May 9, 2006 in conjunction with representatives of the Polish and Slovak film industries. 
Among the films scheduled for market screenings are RESTART (dir. Julius Ševčík) and CLOSE TO HEAVEN (dir. Dan Svátek), both represented on the market by Montecristo Entertainment, the comedy BY Karel Janák THE RAFTERS (represented by Nova World Sales), and the new film hOLIDAY MAKERS (dir. Jiří Vejdělek , represented by IN Film Praha).

Set to take place on the morning of Monday May, 22 is a Networking Breakfast with film professionals from the Czech Republic and Luxembourg, aimed at giving Czech and Luxembourgian filmmakers a chance to get know each other and to discuss their experiences regarding co-productions. 
Unlike the Czech Republic, Luxembourg, although it is geographically one of the smallest countries in Europe, offers advantageous conditions for international co-productions, which could be inspirational for the Czech film industry.
Throughout the entire festival, pavilion will also serve as a meeting point for professionals from all over the world, a place where industry professionals can network and find information on the conditions for filming and co-productions in the Czech Republic, a distribution point for promotional materials of the Czech Film Center (catalogues, DVD, etc.), and a video library of Czech films. 
Some forty producers, distributors, sellers and other film industry movers and shakers from the Czech Republic will be in Cannes this year, including representatives from Barrandov Studio, Kodak Czech, Negativ, Lucky Man Films, Artcam, Film Studio Gatteo, Bontonfilm and CinemArt among others.
CFC’s activities are financed by support from the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and Czech Film Chamber.

Contact for further information
Jana Černík, +420 724 329 949, jana@filmcenter.cz (  in Cannes (16.-28.5.2006)  +33 607 842 148
Markéta Šantrochová, +420 24 329 948, marketa@filmcenter.cz  ( in Cannes (16.-28.5.2006) +33 608 756 624
Ludmila Claussová, +420 724 329 956, ludmila@filmcommission.cz ( in Cannes (16.-28.5.2006) +33 608 621 288 
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