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Press Release
Czech Film Promotion on International Soil
Overview of Czech Film Center events and activities in 2005/2006

Karlovy Vary, July 7, 2006 – The fifth year of Czech Film Center’s activities on international territory has introduced a number of interesting innovations: After several years of presenting Czech film independently, this year CFC made its appearance in Berlin as part of the communal Central Europe stand on the newly expanded market accompanying the festival. Thanks to Film Sales Support offered by European Film Promotion, Czech producers received a total of EUR 11,545 to support their non-European festival activities. In 2006, Czech films are being presented at two long-term art-house traveling showcases in the USA and Canada, as well as one in Germany. As part of its promotional activities, CFC, for the first time ever, prepared a presentation – Panel of Upcoming Czech Documentary Films – and included documentaries in the 2005 edition of its annual catalogue and DVD of Czech Film.
· International festivals and markets
At this year’s European Film Market,  held concurrently with IFF Berlin, CFC represented Czech cinematography for the first time under the heading Central European Cinema. In the tent covering 74 m², CFC together with film institutions from Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia promoted their respective national cinematography and film industries. 
This year, as in the past three years, CFC participated in the Czech-Polish-Slovak Pavilion at IFF Cannes and thereby created a platform for Czech film professionals at Europe’s most prestigious festival and market. CFC coordinated participation in both film events for all the partner countries.
· CFC membership in European Film Promotion (EFP)

CFC has been a member of EFP since 2002. This association – in cooperation with its 28 members comprising of European film institutes and film promotional agencies – has taken on the task of improving awareness of European film across the world. Membership in EFP enables film organizations not only to participate in prestigious events, but also to take advantage of its superbly functioning network of international contacts.
EFP’s most prestigious event each year is Shooting Star at IFF Berlin, where young acting talents are presented to the international film industry and press. Since 2003, the Czech Republic has been represented by Tatiana Vilhelmová, Aňa Geislerová, Jan Budař and Pavel Liška. A similar program in Cannes, Producer on the Move, enables European producers to make new contacts that can gradually help them better orient themselves on the international scene. Since 2003, Pavel Strnad, Vratislav Šlajer, Helena Uldrichová and Karla Stojáková have all been showcased as the Czech Producer on the Move.

Under the framework of IFF Karlovy Vary, the Variety Critics’ Choice: Europe Now! section brings to the spotlight interesting and unusual European films chosen by the prominent Variety magazine with the aim of reviving perceptions of certain national cinematography. 
One of EFP’s latest projects is Film Sales Support, which was launched in 2004 and focuses on providing funding to producers relating to seven non-European festivals: IFF Toronto, IFF Pusan, IFF Sundance, IFF Mar del Plata, IFF Buenos Aires, IFF Shanghai and IFF Rio de Janeiro. If any Czech film is selected for any of the said festivals, the film’s producer or sales agent can apply for a grant to cover marketing-related expenses at the given festival. In 2005/2006, Czech films received a total of EUR 11,545 under the program.

· Minidistribution of Czech films abroad 
Under the auspices of CFC and the coordination of Irena Kovářová (CFC’s partner in North America), a selection of six feature films grouped under the name Rare Bohemians have been traveling to art-house cinemas in the USA and Canada since August 2005. The aim of this minidistribution project is to progressively increase awareness of Czech film among North American film-goers and on the US and Canadian film markets.
The same principle applies to the traveling showcase Czech on Tour 2006, which presents a selection of eight feature films to German audiences in more than fifteen cinemas across Germany. The tour began in May of this year and will continue till November 2006.
· Panel discussions on upcoming Czech projects
Every year CFC organizes its “Panel of Upcoming Films” under the framework of the Czech film festival Finále Plzeň. Although this presentation has always contained both acted and documentary projects, over the years it has become increasingly clear that Czech documentary films enjoy great attention at foreign festivals, and are thereby deserving of its own presentation. And so in 2005, we, together with the Institute of Documentary Film and the International Documentary Film Festival in Jihlava, decided to present documentaries on their own and to organize a Panel of Upcoming Czech Documentary Films in Prague in the fall. This new project was well-received last year, and so we’re already planning the next one for the fall of 2006.
· Czech Film 2005 catalogue and DVD
At the beginning of every year, CFC publishes its Catalogue of Czech Film. Since 2003, concurrently with the print catalogue we have been issuing a DVD version including interviews with directors and trailers from acted films released in the previous year. In 2005, we decided to expand the DVD to include documentary films and trailers from them.
Besides that, an electronic version of the entire catalogue is available on the DVD, which enables easier distribution of the catalogue and DVD at festivals and markets in America and Asia.
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