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Press Release

Chatting about Czech Film over a Glass of Wine

Prague, June 6, 2006 – A total of 28 Czech films will be presented at the 41st annual Karlovy Vary International Film Festival in the festival’s main and documentary competitions, in the East of the West competition and in the Variety Critics Choice section, to name a few. As part of the regular industry meetings organized by the festival, Czech Film Center invites journalists and film professionals to join a gathering with Czech filmmakers at 4 p.m. on Sunday, July 2. The informal chat about recent triumphs by Czech films and new projects by Czech filmmakers will be moderated by film journalist Tomáš Baldýnský.

A number of directors, producers, and actors who have appeared on the international scene in the last year have confirmed their attendance, including: 

Pavel Liška – In the last year, the film Something Like Happiness (Štěstí) has made this rising star famous across Europe, where the film has been sold to more than 15 countries. Moreover, he was chosen as one of the 21 Shooting Star acting talents introduced to the international press and film industry at the Berlinale international film festival in 2006.

For the first time in history a Czech film has been selected for KVIFF’s East of the West competition, director Dan Wlodarczyk’s debut Indian and the Nurse (Indián a sestřička).

The producer-director duo Jeffrey Brown (USA) and Steen Agro (UK) teamed up to shoot the feature length film Shut Up and Shoot Me (Sklapni a zastřel mě). The film will be screened in the  Variety Critics Choice section, which features unconventional European pictures selected by critics from the prominent American film magazine the section is named after. This black Czech-English comedy originated in the Czech Republic with Czech actors such as Aňa Geislerová and Karel Roden, who also happens to be a member of the jury in Karlovy Vary this year.

In 2004, the film Snowboarders (Snowboarďáci) launched a wave of teenage comedies in the Czech Republic. Following its release, director Karel Janák and editor-producer Adam Dvořák dove straight into another project of the same genre. With The Rafters (Rafťáci) the team not only confirmed the popularity of the genre, but even managed to surpass the success of their first film. 

The chat will be closed by domestically and internationally acclaimed screenwriter and director Alice Nellis, who has been working on her co-production feature Loving Hell (Anna) for several years now. With her screenplay for the said film she was shortlisted as one of three finalists for the NHK Award at Sundance in 2004. Besides her film endeavors, Alice Nellis is intensively devoted to stage direction.
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