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In cooperation with Czech Film Center, the Institute of Documentary Film and Jihlava International Documentary Film Festival will release the bilingual Catalogue of New Czech Documentary Films at the end of September. In it you will find information on forty-nine upcoming documentaries scheduled to debut on TV or in theatres between September 2006 and August 2007. The catalogue highlights remarkable auteur films and concurrently serves as an overview of annual documentary production. 

Twelve of these in-production or recently shot films will be presented on September 26, 2006 at the Panel of Upcoming Czech Documentary Films in Světozor cinema’s Small Auditorium beginning at 2 p.m. The selected documentaries should represent a spectrum mapping the diversity of approaches and the gamut of current trends in Czech documentary film. The films will be presented by their directors and producers and accompanied by trailers or other visual material. Attendees can look forward to names such as Olga Sommerová, Helena Třeštíková, Vít Janeček, Ivan Vojnár or Pavel Štingl. The event will be moderated by Jiří Havelka and Ondřej Cihlář from the theatre troupe VoSto5.
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“With documentary films, the road to accomplishing the film is no less interesting than the result itself. That is to say, documentary filmmakers’ creative encounters with the realities they are presenting and their endeavor to find the best vehicles for grasping the subject matter are worth knowing. This year, for the second time, we want to learn and reveal how Czech documentaries originate and to see what we have to look forward to in the next year,” says Marek Hovorka, director of Jihlava International Documentary Film Festival, also answering the question of how many such panels have been held. Documentaries used to be presented alongside fiction films at the Panel of Upcoming Czech Films held every year at the Finále Plzeň film festival. However, the former was always sidelined by fiction films, a fact which frequently applied to media interest as well. This prompted the decision by the Institute of Documentary Film, Czech Film Center, and Jihlava International Documentary Film Festival to provide deliberate and systematic support for upcoming documentary films and to initiate the new panel devoted exclusively to documentary films. “Czech documentary film is playful, thoughtful, and provoking. The intensity and value of documentary film lies in, among other things, discovering contexts and bearing responsibility for pondering today’s world. Documentaries have immense potential, which is why we want to move them out of fiction film’s shadow,” adds Marek Hovorka.
Films at the Panel

First Among Equals - Tomáš Kudrna

People constantly talk about the advantages that politicians have compared to the average citizen. Parliamentary immunity, cheap prices at

the Parliament diner or transport privileges are among the issues most commonly brought up in the debate. Though these may be features that

make political life more pleasant, their consequences are not too damaging. There are, however, other advantages that make politicians’ jobs much easier and that also have a much greater impact. These are, for example, the toothless media – afraid to face the wrath of

those in power – meekly reporting on the politicians’ slip-ups, and the short memory of citizens that allows politicians to make contradictory

statements without being noticed. There are many more similar advantages; three of them are explored by First Among Equals.

Czech Joy (working title) - Filip Remunda

Film about the Jihlava International Documentary Film Festival co-directed by the citizens of Jihlava – jury members of the Czech Joy

competition section from 2000-2006 – and five Czech directors. Creative meetings between the Jihlava grammar school professor Zdeněk Krásenský and Jiří Krejčík, the Jihlava train station dispatcher Miroslav Kalina and Martin Mareček, dentist Milan Hanusek and Kristýna Vlachová, businessman

Vít Sedláček and Karel Vachek, and book publisher Veronika Reynková and Jan Šikl.

Left Right Forward - Linda Jablonská

In our documentary film, we follow members of two very different organizations: the young communists and the young conservatives. Through

their lives and ideas, we will try to understand why these young people associate themselves with politics and how it influences their lives. In the

end we will probably find out that although the communists hate the conservatives and vice versa, both these organizations work on the same

principles and the motivations for joining them are basically the same.

The Prague Spring, Opus No. 3 - Pavel Koutecký

Opus Three. The final part of Pavel Koutecký’s trilogy of Prague Spring comprises two compositions specially created for the festival – Sylvie

Bodorová’s oratorium Judas Maccabeus, with texts from the Old Testament, and Peter Graham’s Subida. The first was performed in St. Vitus’

Cathedral at Prague Castle, the second in an old factory in the Karlin district of Prague. The first is a large-scale work, classical in conception,

with every detail annotated in the score; the second is a smaller-scale and highly experimental piece allowing the players considerable freedom

of interpretation. Both, however, are very far removed from the usual concert repertoire and style of playing. The heroes of the film are without a

doubt the composers, who first have to put their musical vision on paper, then explain it to the conductor, players, and singers. The film crew

was present at virtually every stage of the demanding rehearsal process. The director died a tragic death this April. The film will be completed.

We Live Beyond Our Children - Olga Sommerová

Looking into the grave of one’s own child is considered by most parents the gravest personal tragedy. In this country, there is no support group

for people who have had to go through such a tragic experience. The film presents the attitudes of parents who took the journey from despair to

acceptance of the definite reality. Their children died in car crashes, after serious illnesses, were murdered or committed suicides. The film wants to

help all of us to accept the inevitable and at the same time to strengthen our awareness of the importance of relationships and real values in life.

Suchá Hora on the Way to Europe - Pavel Štingl

A stylized documentary film tracking the changes in the remotest Slovak village at the very tip of the Orava Region on the Slovak-Polish border.

The film’s subject can be traced through nearly all of Eastern Europe. It could be referred to as “images from the fringes of an integrated

continent”. The film is a follow-up to a 20-year-old documentary film about a mountain village which, in the course of a single generation,

underwent changes that took generations in most regions of former Czechoslovakia. The local ethnic community is very distinct – sometimes

even considered to be a separate nationality of the so-called Goral people – and has strong ties not only to Slovakia but also to Poland and the

Czech Republic. To a large extent, the gradual decline of specific folklore marks the identity loss, which makes up the main message of this film.

The Events of Pavel Štecha - Helena Třeštíková

A documentary film about the last weeks in the life of important Czech photographer Pavel Štecha.

Shaking the Bones - Břetislav Rychlík

The aim of this documentary is to present one man’s pursuit of his dream. It follows the remarkable performance of a multifold world champion in high-wheel cycling Josef Zimovčák, who cycled the entire route of the Giro d´Italia last year on an old-fashioned pennyfarthing bicycle.

Live In Feathers - Martin Řezníček

About the borders between life and theatre, on the edge of circus art on the theatre stage, on the trapeze, in the trailer, and in the water canal…

Several years in the life of the Contionuo theatre group from Malovice in South Bohemia.

Peace with Seals - Miloslav Novák

Framed by two stories, this feature documentary fable Peace with Seals deals with the concept of “human nature”. The first story is about a seal named

Gaston who, according to the Prague Zoo director, became “the most famous animal on earth” after he managed to reach Germany during a devastating

flood. At the height of his fame, Gaston was adopted by the former Prime Minister Gross; after Gaston’s death, the Prague Zoo erected a statue in his

memory. The second story took place 50 years earlier and tells the life story of a seal named Ulysses, caught in Sardinia by a Milan photojournalist who,

in front of the cameras, tossed the animal into the famous Di Trevi fountain. Patellani – a friend of Federico Fellini’s and a specialist on film stars – was

fined for his action. The reason, however, was not the killing of a baby seal but the pollution of water in the fountain. Fellini took inspiration from the story

for La Dolce Vita; referring to photojournalists such as Patellani, he coined the term “paparazzi”, i.e. those who create the “nature” of contemporary man.

What changes mark our relationship with animals? Today there are urban nature reserves, aquariums instead of oceans, and seal hunting can be booked

with a travel agent. In the time of Homer, seals were the most widespread inhabitant of Europe’s largest biotope, the Mediterranean Sea. Today, with sun

tanning being so fashionable, people have replaced the seals on the beaches. Seals have become one of the most endangered mammals in Europe.

Where will we be able to encounter wild animals in the future? How are animals being domesticated? And what is the domestication of people?

Remembering - Ivan Vojnár

Are the Czechs happy? What do they lack? What hurts and troubles them? What do they strive for? Are the Czechs impassive or do they desire

personal and social changes? What is the life feeling of a contemporary citizen of Prague, the capital city of the Czech Republic? In March 2006

Ivan Vojnár’s documentary crew are searching for answers to some of these questions focused mostly on reflection of personal issues and

feelings. Has the social and political climate changed considerably since 1989? A waitress at an international hotel is setting tables for

breakfast. Her feeling is that “not much has changed since the Revolution, perhaps just traveling, people are weary, they don’t know who to

vote for. I have a daughter who is to go to college, the things we are facing, I am quite scared of it all.” Are the replies truthful or are they

partial self-stylizations? Aren’t the Czechs prone to accepting certain roles and masks? What is the problem? How to get rid of it? The film is

not offering solutions; it just explores the ideas of present-day Czechs. The French documentary filmmaker Jean Rouch says that cinéma vérité

is not about representing truth but about truthful representation. The director Ivan Vojnár drew inspiration from public inquiry films from the

1960’s: Jean Rouch’s Chronique d’un été (1961), Chris Marker’s Le Joli mai (1962) and the film of moral discomfort by Czech filmmaker

Evald Schorm – Zrcadlení.

VORGA – A Path of Two Banks - Zdeněk Novotný-Bričkovský

A documentary film about a dream, a tundra and a nomadic nation of European Nenets. Vorga is the Nenets’ sacred trail which the herdsmen have

used for centuries to move their herds across the tundra, all the way to the Barents Sea shore. Contemporary Nenets are different... they live in

villages, they do not want to (cannot) be nomads anymore. The traditional nomadic culture has almost merged with the Russian culture, a nomadic

Nenet is disappearing... The oil refineries quickly take up the vast areas of tundra, parts of the sacred trail are damaged by trucks. Yet there still

exists the original nomadic life at the end of VORGA deep in the tundra! Silence and Peace. The rustle of the sea and the sound of the wind. Slow time

flow and limitless freedom! But only until the helicopter comes... A documentary about searching the path of two banks – of civilization and

tradition, of the outer – materialistic and the inner – divine, of what is disappearing and what stays forever... VORGA – A Path of Two Banks is

the second film of the open trilogy about unknown nations in the northern European part of Russia. The first episode – A Legend of the Birdęs Egg won the Golden Kingfisher Award at the Finále Plzeň Festival 2006.
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