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Press Release

Czech Filmmakers Presented Upcoming Feature Films in Pilsen

Pilsen, April 7, 2006 – The Presentation of Upcoming Czech Feature Film Projects, an annual event organized by Czech Film Center in cooperation with the Finále Plzeň film festival, was held today at the festival in Pilsen, the 19th annual. Filmmakers involved in 18 of the 37 film projects included in the brochure for the panel came to Pilsen to present their upcoming projects. 

“Our aim is to convey information about  film projects emerging in the Czech Republic and to spread the word to reporters and film professional at home and abroad,” summarizes Czech Film Center Director Jana Černík.

In the finished screenplay category a total of 7 projects were presented: director and producer Milan Cieslar presented his latest project, the fairy tale The Rain Fairy, the nontraditional road movie O život was elucidated by Milan Šteindler, and audience members learned about Jan Švankmajer’s Surviving Life from producer Jaromír Kallista.

The Last Children of Aporver – a special effects extravaganza reminiscent of works by Karel Zeman to be directed by Tomáš Krejčí – is being prepared by Jiří Konečný from Endorfilm.

Among the films currently in production included in the panel were Juraj Jakubisko’s co-production Bathory, presented by Markéta Zahradníková of Jakubisko Film, and another feature length animated film, One Night, One City, which was presented by the producer of both Fimfárum films, Martin Vandas of MAUR film.

Six films in post-production were presented along with short trailers: Martin Müller’s I’m Wandering, Kryštof Hanzlík’s Crash Road, Věra Chytilová’s Pleasant Moments, Robert Sedláček’s Rules of Lying, the Czech-Albanian co-production The Sorrow of Mme Snaider, and Martin Kotík’s Best Wishes!.

As in years past, a bilingual brochure with information on upcoming projects was compiled for the panel and can be downloaded at www.filmcenter.cz. 

The panel was attended not only by journalists and Czech filmmakers, but also by representatives of major European film festivals and foreign film professionals, to name a few: Peter Hames (London Film Festival), Robert Richter (San Sebastian IFF), Hélene Auclaire (Cannes IFF, Section – Semaine de la critique), Peter Zawrel (Vienna Film Fund), Stefan Laudyn (Warsaw IFF) and others.

The panel was moderated by film journalist Tomáš Baldýnský.

Between the blocks of presentations, audience members got the lowdown on RWE & Barrandov Studios Film Foundation and the MEDIA program represented in the Czech Republic by the MEDIA Desk Czech Republic.

For the first time in history a situation arose where a producer used the time allotted to announce that his project would not be realized. Anna, which producer Pavel Šolc had been preparing with director and screenwriter Alice Nellis for two and a half years, has been shelved. Although the project had grabbed the attention of foreign co-producers, the necessary financing from the Czech side could not be obtained.

Contact for more information:

Jana Černík, 724 329 949, jana@filmcenter.cz,,

Markéta Šantrochová, 724 329 948, marketa@filmcenter.cz,
