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Press Release
Impressive Presentation of Czech Film at This Year’s Berlinale
Prague, January 18, 2007 – A whopping total of 5 Czech films will be presented in various sections of the 57th annual Berlinale, which will be held from February 8-18, 2007.
As before, Czech Film Center will represent Czech cinematography at the upcoming European Film Market (EFM), which is always held in conjunction with this prestigious international festival.
CFC, in co-operation with European Film Promotion, is sending to Berlin this year’s Shooting Star Klára Issová, who will be presented to international film industry representatives at the festival.
The most important news is, however, the massive showing of Czech films in the official program of the 57th annual Berlinale: representing the Czech Republic this year are a total of 5 films, which were selected for all sections of this year’s official program. Selected for the main competition section is the long-awaited I Served the King of England by director Jiří Menzel, marking not only Jiří Menzel’s return to Berlinale’s competition after 17 years, but also that of Czech cinema on the whole. In the festival’s short film competition, Generation Kplus, are two animated fairy tales from Fimfárum 2 – Why, Uncle, Is the Sea salty? by Jan Balej and Three Sisters and a Ring by Vlasta Pospíšilová.
The Panorama section will introduce to international audiences David Ondříček’s latest film Grandhotel, in which aforementioned Shooting Star Klára Issová plays the leading female role, while the festival’s Forum section will present Petr Nikolaev’s new film It´s Gonna Get Worse, a story from the Czech underground based on Jan Pelc’s novel of the same name.
“We’re extremely pleased that after such a long absence Czech film is back on the program of this year’s Berlinale,” says festival director Dieter Kosslick. “And this time in all the festival sections. The institutions which work closely with the festivals have a major hand in that. Without Czech Film Center, which has for years been relentlessly communicating news about Czech film, organizing screenings, and is in constant contact with the festival, this result would have hardly been possible,” stressed Kosslick.
So far, screenings at the EFM have been ordered for Grandhotel, I Served the King of England, Beauty in Trouble, The Ro©k Con Artists, and It´s Gonna Get Worse, and a trailer promoting the grand-scale project Bathory.
This year CFC will continue to employ its tried and true concept for presenting and promoting Czech cinematography at the market in Berlin, i.e. through the Central European Cinema Stand. The idea for the joint stand was born last year. This year, 5 national film institutions will join together in a stand covering 77 m² to promote the cinematography and film industries of the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, and Slovenia.
CFC’s partners in the stand this year are Barrandov Studio, Czech Television – Telexport, Karlovy Vary International Film Festival, and Zlín International Film Festival for Children and Youth. 

As in years past, this year’s festival will also serve as the stage for Shooting Star (organized by European Film Promotion, of which CFC is a member), a prestigious program aimed at promoting talented young European actors. This year’s Czech film delegate will be actress Klára Issová, who will face a very busy three-day schedule. At the same time, the year 2007 marks the 10th anniversary of the founding of European Film Promotion. To celebrate, the organization has invited each member country’s most successful screen star who has been a Shooting Star in the past to participate in special events to mark the occasion. Representing the Czech Republic in that is none other than Aňa Geislerová.
Czech Film Center in Berlin from February 8-18, 2007
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