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Czech Cinematography at Film Market in Cannes 

for Fourth Year in a Row

Press Release

Prague, 11 May 2007 – For the fourth year in a row, the Czech Republic will be represented by Czech Film Center at this year’s Festival de Cannes as the renowned international film festival celebrates its 60th birthday. From May 16-27, the country’s cinematography and film industry will be promoted by means of and in one of the festival’s prestigious pavilions. Unlike past years, this year the joint pavilion will be shared with just one other country, the Slovak Republic. At the film market in Cannes, a total of four Czech films will be screened. The list of Czech film industry events in the pavilion includes a presentation of the Zlín International Film Festival for Children and Youth, a cocktail party hosted by Barrandov Studios, and a presentation of Film Studio Gatteo and its new project, Darkness from director Juraj Herz. This year’s Czech Producer on the Move is Martin Vandas (Maurfilm), who primarily produces animated films.

In the Czech-Slovak pavilion, Slovak cinematography will be represented by the Slovak Film Institute and the Slovak Association of Audiovisual Producers, while Czech film will be promoted by its traditional partner, Czech Film Center, which will provide all Czech film industry representatives with the venue, equipment, and support they need at the world’s most important film festival and market. Both countries’ participation in the festival is supported by funds from their ministries of culture. The pavilion’s sponsors are Segafredo Zanetti and Mattoni, and its partners are, as in years past, Barrandov Studios and the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival. The pavilion will officially open at 5 p.m. on Friday, May 18 as guests arrive for the pavilion’s traditional Welcome Drink.

At the Marché du film, where some 4,000 films slated for sale and distribution appear every year, a total of four Czech feature films will be screened: Empties by Jan Svěrák, Little Girl Blue by Alice Nellis (both represented by Fandango Portobello Sales /UK), I Served the King of England by Jiří Menzel (represented by Bavaria Film International /D), and A Bitch’s Diary by Irena Pavlásková (represented by Simply Cinema /CZ) (see the attached projection schedule).

This year the Zlín International Film Festival for Children and Youth will be promoted in Cannes for the first time ever, coinciding with the launch of its 47th annual festival. For the second year running, Barrandov Studios will host a cocktail party in the pavilion on Monday, May 21. A day later, Film Studio Gatteo will present its first feature-length film Darkness directed by Juraj Herz, who will also attend the event. 

Lastly, we are pleased to announce this year’s Czech Producer on the Move: Martin Vandas, who will have a chance to meet with his European colleagues and to present his film co-production project on international soil.

Czech Film Center is supported by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic.

Contact in Cannes from May 16-27, 2007:

Jana Černík, jana@filmcenter.cz, in Cannes GSM: +33 688 702 165
Markéta Šantrochová, marketa@filmcenter.cz, in Cannes GSM:  +33 688 702 028
Czech Film Center

Národní 28, 110 00 Prague 1, +420 221 105 321, www.filmcenter.cz
Jana Černík  GSM: +420 724 329 949

Markéta Šantrochová  GSM: +420 724 329 948
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