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Press Release
Overview of Czech Film Center – Film Promotion Events in 2006/2007

Karlovy Vary, June 29, 2007 – Amongst the greatest achievements in the last few years is the inclusion of three Czech feature-length fictional movies and two animated films in the official program of the 2007 Berlin International Film Festival. After a seventeen-year absence of Czech films competing in the festival’s main section, director Jiří Menzel’s I Served the King of England appeared in the Competition section. The other two features were presented in secondary sections: David Ondříček’s Grandhotel in Panorama, Petr Nikolaev’s ...It Gonna Get Worse in Forum, while two short films – from Jan Balej and Vlasta Pospíšilová – appeared in the competition for children’s films. At the beginning of 2007 there was a change in the source of Czech Film Center’s funding, when the Association of Audiovisual Producers stopped supporting the center and the Czech Culture Ministry took over funding almost exclusively.
Among CFC’s annual events were the following projects:

· International festivals and markets: Joint promotion works!

At this year’s European Film Market (EFM), organized in conjunction with the IFF in Berlin, CFC represented Czech cinematography for the second time under the heading Central European Cinema. In an umbrella booth measuring 77 m2, CFC and five other film institutions from Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, and Slovenia represented their countries’ national cinematography and film industries. For the fourth year running, CFC attended the film market in Cannes, namely by organizing and operating the Czech-Slovak pavilion. At both film festivals and their respective markets, CFC served as the coordinator for all the partner countries.

· CFC membership in European Film Promotion (EFP): Superbly functioning network of contacts!

Since 2002 CFC has been a member of EFP, which, in cooperation with its members that now number some 28 European film institutes and film promotion agencies, has undertaken the task of improving general awareness of European films around the world. EFP membership enables each film organization to not only participate in prestigious events, but also to benefit from its superbly functioning network of international contacts.
Among the most prestigious EFP events each year is Shooting Star. Held during the IFF in Berlin, Shooting Star presents young acting talents to the international film industry and media. This year marked the tenth anniversary of the program in Berlin, where Klará Issová was presented as the fifth Czech Shooting Star. 

A similar event held in Cannes, Producer on the Move, gives European producers an opportunity to make new contacts that can help them become better oriented in the international domain. This year Martin Vandas (One Night in a City) was the Czech Republic’s fifth such Producer on the Move.

Both the showcased actors and producers are chosen by an advisory commission comprised of actors, producers, directors, festival representatives, and film journalists in collaboration with CFC.
Besides the aforementioned events, EFP is behind the Karlovy Vary IFF section Variety Critics’ Choice: Europe Now!, which spotlights interesting and unusual European films chosen by critics of the renowned Variety magazine.
EFP is currently being active as well with the festivals and markets in Toronto and Pusan.

· Mini-distribution of Czech films abroad: New ground for Czech films!
Since 2006 a mini-distribution of Czech films has been taking place under the name Czech on Tour, whereby a selection of eight Czech feature films are presented to German-speaking audiences in more than twenty cinemas around Germany. This year the showcase was expanded to include two other German-speaking countries, Austria and Switzerland.

Under the same principle, a touring collection of six selected Czech feature films, aptly named Rare Bohemians, makes its way to art-house theaters around the United States and Canada each year. Coordinated by Irena Kovářová (CFC’s associated in North America), the project has brought Czech films to English-speaking audiences since August 2005. 

The aim of these mini-distribution projects is to gradually raise North American and German-speaking  moviegoers’ awareness of Czech film in the North American and German-speaking markets.

More showcases of this kind are being planned for Great Britain and Ireland in the future.

· Panel of upcoming Czech projects serves as a guidebook around the world!

As in years past, in 2007 CFC organized its traditional Panel of Upcoming Films at the Czech film festival Finále Plzeň. In cooperation with the Documentary Film Institute and the Jihlava International Documentary Film Festival, CFC holds the separate Panel of Upcoming Czech Documentary Films each September in Prague. For each presentation a bilingual catalogue is published (available for download at: www.filmcenter.cz).

· DVD of 2006-2007 Czech Films expanded to include interviews with documentary directors!

At the beginning of each year CFC publishes its Catalogue of Czech Films. Since 2003 we have been issuing a DVD version that includes interviews with directors and trailers from fictional films released in the previous year. In 2005, we decided to enhance the DVD with documentary films and trailers from them. Moreover, this year’s DVD includes conversations with documentary film directors.
· EAVE training program coming to Prague: Excellent chance for co-productions!

In November 2007, Czech producers will have an opportunity to meet decision-makers from the European film industry. Representatives of co-production markets, renowned producers, and financial experts will come to the Czech capital to evaluate the results of the year-long European training program EAVE. Besides two Czech EAVE participants – Jiří Konečný (Endorfilm) and David Synek (Film Studio Gatteo) – EAVE’s week-long final seminar will also include presentations of six Czech co-production projects which have undergone special training arranged by CFC in cooperation with Media Desk Czech Republic. Additional information about EAVE is available at www.eave.org.

In the enclosure you will find an overview of Czech films at festivals and their sales abroad between January 2006 and June 2007, as well as selected statistical data.
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Czech Film Center – Film Commission 2006/2007

Foreign producers’ interest in shooting in the Czech Republic is not waning despite the growing international competition the Czech film industry has had to face in recent years. For the fourth year running, the Film Commission’s office has served as an information and consulting center for foreign filmmakers and television crews interested in shooting in our country.
The Film Commission presents the Czech film industry on the film markets at the international film festivals in Berlin and Cannes. It was in Cannes this year that it became a founding member of the European Association of Film Commissions (EuFCN), which aims to facilitate closer cooperation and the sharing of information and experiences among all the European film commissions, as well as to improve shooting conditions in Europe.
The Film Commission’s office fields several dozen queries each month, ranging from requests for information about locations to questions regarding the local film infrastructure to queries about financial incentives and co-production and financing opportunities for film projects in the Czech Republic. At the same time, it provides contacts for potential local partners from the ranks of production companies, studios, film equipment providers, and other service providers. The constantly updated database of contacts, like the lists of foreign films shot in the Czech Republic, are available on the Film Commission’s web site: www.filmcommission.cz. 

In 2006 and in the first half of this year, a number of high-budget films, as well as many low-budget projects, were filmed in the Czech Republic. Among last year’s foreign productions that must not be left out are the shooting of the 21st James Bond movie Casino Royale, the French biographical film about Edith Piaf La Môme, the German historical movie Der rote Baron or the sequel to the box office hit Hostel. This year’s projects include Babylon A.D. or the currently under way shooting of The Chronicles of Narnia – Prince Caspian and the action movie Wanted. The latter has brought first-rate stars Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt to Prague, and thus provided priceless advertising for the Czech Republic in media around the globe.
Besides these massive projects, which have been drawn to the Czech Republic mainly thanks to long-term relations with local production companies, there are also a whole host of smaller projects which the Film Commission assists in attracting to the Czech Republic. The producers of these low-budget films, however, are primarily seeking help financing their projects via fiscal incentives or by finding a Czech co-production partner, which is, considering the Czech film industry’s current situation, seldom realistic. That could change with the adoption of the Cinematography Act, which is currently being drafted by the Czech Culture Ministry and which should include increased funding for the state cinematography fund as well as indirect support for the film industry via fiscal incentives.
Contact

Jana Černík, GSM: +420 724 329 949, jana@filmcenter.cz 
Markéta Šantrochová, GSM: +420 724 329 948, marketa@filmcenter.cz

Ludmila Claussová, GSM: +420 724 329 956, ludmila@filmcommission.cz

www.filmcenter.cz, www.filmcommission.cz


