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Czech Animated Film with Global Warming Message Wins 1st Prize
Press Release
Prague/Tromsø, June 13, 2007 – THE FRIDGE, a Czech short animated film by Lucie Štamfestová and Pavel Sobek, took first prize and a cash award of CZK 42,000 in a special section of the Nordic Youth Film Festival (NUFF) in Tromsoe, Norway last weekend. In addition to the cash prize, the main prize carries with it a supplementary award of CZK 70,000 earmarked for supporting the film’s international distribution.
NUFF, which celebrated its 5th anniversary this year and is aimed at young filmmakers from the Nordic region, launched a new event for the 200 festival, NUFF GLOBAL. This section opened the festival to international filmmakers for the first time ever and focused on the theme of “climate changes.” (See www.nuffglobal.net, where you can also watch the short film THE FRIDGE).
The international competition of films concerning climate change started with the ideas themselves. In November 2006, 15 concepts for films on the theme of climate change were chosen by an international jury. The authors of the selected projects, THE FRIDGE among them, gained financial support equal to CZK 105,000 for realizing their projects. One condition was that the films had to be completed by April 1, 2007 so they could be included in NUFF, which was held on June 1-10 in Tromsø.
THE FRIDGE (CZ, 7 min.) won a combined total of CZK 217,000 for its production and subsequent distribution. In addition, as the NUFF GLOBAL main prize winner it will be screened at the International Climate Conference organized by the United Nations Environment Programme in November 2007 (see www.unep.cz).
The international jury wrote of the winning film: THE FRIDGE is an animated “Parable about planet Earth” – technically creative and very captivating. Operating on several levels, it achieves high standards in terms of visual presentation and story-telling. The scariness of the film is carried by its wit and energy. This energy is also needed for action in the fight for a better environment.
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