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Press Release
CZECH FILMS EN ROUTE TO SEVILLE

Prague, 30 October 2007 – The 4th annual Sevilla de Cine European film festival opens in Seville on Friday, November 2 with Czech films at the forefront, as a large part of this year’s program has been devoted to Czech cinematography. Besides I Served the King of England in the main competition and Marcela and Lost Holiday in the documentary competition, Sevilla de Cine will present eight other Czech films in a section called “Focus: The Czech Republic 21st Century.” In addition to Jiří Menzel, the spotlight will also be placed on Czech animator Břetislav Pojar with a retrospective of his animated works.

Each year, the program of the Seville European Film Festival highlights one country’s cinematography in a special section. Thanks to close cooperation with the festival and the efforts of the Czech Center in Madrid, this year’s featured country is the Czech Republic, following last year’s choice of Italy.

The main guest of honor is Jiří Menzel, whose I Served the King of England will compete in the festival’s main competition, and who will also personally introduce three of his older movies (Closely Watched Trains, Larks on a String, and My Sweet Little Village). 

Among the eleven entries in the European documentary competition (Eurodoc), there are two from the Czech Republic – Marcela by Helena Třeštíková and Lost Holiday by Lucie Králová.

In Focus: The Czech Republic 21st Century, a total of seven new Czech movies will be screened: …It’s Gonna Get Worse by Petr Nikolaeav, Grandhotel by David Ondříček, Pleasant Moments by Věra Chytilová, Indian and the Nurse by Dan Wlodarzcyk, One Night in a City by Jan Balej, Rules of Lies by Robert Sedláček, and Empties by Jan Svěrák. In addition, a selection of Břetislav Pojar’s animated works from 1959 to 1986 will be presented in the  section.

Furthermore, visitors to the Seville festival will have an opportunity to watch echoes from this year’s AniFest (International Festival of Animated Film) and a block of tales about Krteček (Little Mole), while the Czech Republic will also be represented in the Eurimages section by the feature film Madonnas, a German-Belgian-Czech co-production directed by Maria Speth.

Besides Jiří Menzel and Helena Třeštíková, Karlovy Vary IFF program director Eva Zaoralová will attend the festival from the Czech Republic as a member of the jury.

For more information about the festival, please visit www. festivaldesevilla.com 

Contact for additional information: Markéta Šantrochová, +420 724329948, marketa@filmcenter.cz.
