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Press Release
First ever Czech cocktail at the IFF Toronto took place at the Bata Shoe Museum


Toronto, September 9, 2007 - Czech Film Center (CFC) in cooperation with the Consulate-General of the Czech Republic in Toronto organized the first ever social cocktail on the occasion of presenting three Czech films at the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, September 7. The hundred participants of the event included distinguished guests from film distribution companies, film festivals and the Czech arts community. The event took place at the Bata Shoe Museum with the participation of Tomas Bata Jr. and his wife Sonja.

Jana Černík opened the event, and the speakers included the Consul General of the Czech Republic in Toronto Richard Krpač, Tomas and Sonja Bata, and the film directors Jiří Vejdělek and Jan Svěrák. The most distinguished guests from the Czech cultural scene included the novelist Josef Škvorecký and his wife, as well as the translator and former member of the rock group Plastic People of the Universe Paul Wilson and the film distributor Miloš Stehlík from Chicago.

The co-producer and world sales executive of the film Empties Eric Abraham (Portobello Pictures) and the film’s distributors in Canada Ron Mann and Gary Topp from Films We Like were present at the event. Right after the cocktail, Empties saw its first public screening at 9pm. The screening was sold out and the lively discussion that followed confirmed great interest in the film and that Jan Svěrák has many fans in Canada.
Roming was represented by its director, both film producers, Rudolf Biermann (InFilm) and Tomáš Hoffmann (Infinity) as well as Georgiana Bujgoi from Mediapro Distribution who represent the film world-wide. The feedback to its first public screening on September 8 was highly positive and the audience clapped their hands to the Roma music accompanying the closing titles of the film.
The third Czech film at this year’s festival was Jiří Menzel’s Closely Watched Trains. The British film director Ken Loach chose the film to the line-up and the Cannes Golden Palm winner will personally introduce the film on September 10 as one of the works that influenced his own creative process.

Images from the event are available at the following FTP server:
User: FTP
Password: narodni
Folder: Český koktejl v Torontu 2007
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