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Press Release
Empties Opens European Film Showcase in Madrid

Prague, April 12, 2008 – Under the motto “Let’s see what’s screening at our neighbors,” at 10:30 p.m., on Friday, April 11, Empties opened the European film showcase Picture Europe! Some 400 cinemagoers turned up at an almost sold-out Roxy theatre to watch the most successful Czech film in recent years at a screening attended by director Jan Svěrák and actor Jan Budař.

“I didn’t expect so many Spaniards to come out on a Friday night to see a film that is essentially unknown to them,” said Jan Svěrák, expressing his surprise at the turnout for his movie in Madrid, it’s first screening in a Spanish-speaking country. Due to great interest, the film had to be screened in a larger auditorium. The public was entertained not only by the film but also by the Q&A session at which Jan Budař left a huge impression thanks to his lively knowledge of Spanish.
Following Munich and Copenhagen, Madrid was the last city where the showcase’s organizers, European Film Promotion (EFP), presented films that are often the most successful in their own countries yet unknown at the screening locations.

But presenting national box office hits in selected European cities to regular movie-lovers is not the only goal of Picture Europe!, as it also screens them to local distributors and cinema owners. 

“I am satisfied that EFP is screening my film not only to the regular public but also to potential distributors,” added director and producer Jan Svěrák.
Picture Europe! runs in Madrid until April 17 and will present a total of 13 of Europe’s most successful films. You can find more information on Picture Europe! on  www.pictureurope.eu.

Czech Film Center has been a member of EFP since 2002 and participates in annual EFP events such as Shooting Stars at the IFF in Berlin and Producers on the Move at the IFF in Cannes.

For further information please contact:

Jana Černík – email: jana@filmcenter.cz, mobile: +420 724 32 99 49
