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Czech Movie Václav Obtains Film Sales Support, Wins Two Prizes at Shanghai Festival
Press Release

 

Prague, 23 June 2008 – The 11th annual International Film Festival in Shanghai (14. - 22.6.2008) wrapped up on Sunday with an impressive showing by the Czech feature Václav, which walked away from the festival with two prizes. Prior to the event, a Film Sales Support grant of 5,000 euros had been provided to Simply Cinema, Václav’s global sales agent, to promote the movie at the nine-day event in China.
Václav, Jiří Vejdělek’s third film, was honored with two awards at the Shanghai festival: Emília Vášáryová won the Jin Jue (Golden Cup) for Best Actress and Marek Epstein the Best Screenplay Award. The film was represented at the festival by actor Jan Budař and producer Jaroslav Bouček (BUC Film).

Film Sales Support (FSS) was established in 2004 with the help of European Film Promotion and the European Union’s MEDIA Programme. Since then, FSS has been providing grants of up to 5,000 euros for the promotion of European films at seven selected non-European film festivals.

Who can apply for FSS?
The representative of a Czech film (either the producer or global sales agent) can apply for an FSS grant as soon as the movie has been chosen for one of the selected seven non-European festivals. 

What is FSS for?
FSS grants are intended above all to support marketing. The film’s representative must document costs incurred for promotional and marketing activities at the festival. FSS grants cover up to 50% of the incurred costs and have a maximum limit of 5,000 euros. The festivals for which the grants can be use are: Sundance IFF, Guadalajara IFF, Hong Kong IFF, Shanghai IFF, Toronto IFF, Rio de Janeiro and Pusan IFF.

Since its establishment in 2004, a total of eight Czech films have gained FSS grants, with a cumulative total of 24,238.69 euros. Six of those were represented by Czech companies. 

"The Film Sales Support grant to Simply Cinema, which represents Czech films abroad, enabled us to promote Jiří Vejdělek’s successful film Václav internationally. Thanks to the film’s promotion at the festival in Shanghai, which is Asia’s second largest film festival, we will, I hope, successively manage to screen this movie around the world," adds Simply Cinema’s director, Eliška Kaplicky Fuchsová.

 

Czech Film Center has been a member of the European Film Promotion since 2002. This membership enables Czech movies and their representatives to apply for FSS grants according to the rules outlined above.

See www.epf-online.com.
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