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5 Czech Films to Compete at 43rd Annual Festival in Karlovy Vary 
Press Release

 

Prague, 27 June 2008 – After a several year absence, two Czech pictures will compete in the main section of Karlovy Vary International Film Festival this year:  Night Owls by Michaela Pavlátová and The Karamazovs by Petr Zelenka. Two Czech titles were also selected to compete in the documentary section: Jana Boková’s Bye Bye Shanghai and Helena Třeštíková’s René. Of Parents and Children from Vladimír Michálek will compete in the East of the West section. Altogether some 31 Czech films will be screened in ten different sections of the official program. 
The last time two Czech films were chosen for the festival’s competitive section was in 2002. They were the winning film, Year of the Devil, directed by festival veteran Petr Zelenka, and Brats from Zdeňek Tyc. Petr Zelenka enters the competition again this year with his latest picture, The Karamazovs. The Czech-Polish co-production based on Dostoevsky’s famous novel is his fifth feature film. The second feature film in the competitive section is Night Owls directed by Michaela Pavlátová, known originally for her animated movies.

Among the 16 international documentary films competing are two Czech titles: Bye Bye Shanghai from Jana Boková and René from Helena Třeštíková. Jana Boková debuts in the competition section is a personal documentary on various aspects of emigration. René is the second part of long term documentary expert Helena Třeštíková’s trilogy that began with Marcela and will end with Katka.

Vladimír Michálek’s feature Of Parents and Children was chosen for East of the West section. After a seven-year absence, the director of such movies as Amerika, Sekal Has to Die or Autumn Spring has shot another film selected to compete with fifteen other titles at this summer’s festival.

Altogether some 31 Czech films will be screened at the 43rd annual festival in Karlovy Vary. Among them is the traditional selection of Czech movies from 2007 and 2008. The complete program of the 43rd annual KVIFF can be found in the attachment to this press release.
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