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A Country Teacher  to set off on international tour from Venice and Toronto

Press Release

Prague, August 27, 2008 – After a several-year absence, Czech film is back at one of Europe’s most prestigious festivals, the Venice International Film Festival (Aug 27 – Sept 6) with Bohdan Sláma´s third film A Country Teacher (Venkovský učitel). The movie’s festival tour will continue a few days later at the international film festival in Toronto, which is considered one of the most important festivals for the North American distribution market.  

The Czech-German-French co-production A Country Teacher will be screened together with 12 other films in the festival’s “Giornate degli Autori – Venice Days” section (Aug 28 – Sept 6). This adjacent section was launched in 2004 as an independent section of the Venice IFF in a similar spirit as Cannes’ “Directors’ Fortnight” or Berlin’s “Panorama” sections.

The leading role is portrayed by 2006 Shooting Star Pavel Liška, who also appears in another movie presented in the same section of the Venice festival: the Finish-German-British-Estonian co-production The Visitor (Muukalainen) by director Jukka-Pekka Valkeapää. 

This year the Italian festival selected a total of 57 movies from 72 countries for its official program from 3,689 entries, 2,429 of which were features.

After last year’s Empties and Roming, Toronto IFF (Sept 4 – 13) welcomes another Czech feature, A Country Teacher, which will be screened in the “Contemporary World Cinema” section. Sláma’s film will be screened among 58 others from 42 countries.

“We deem the premiere in Venice, one of the most prominent international festivals, and the subsequent appearance at the festival in Toronto, the gateway to the American market, as a brilliant international launch for A Country Teacher. We believe that combination will help our film, which is represented by one of the strongest global sellers, Wild Bunch, make its way to foreign distribution,” remarks the film’s producer, Pavel Strnad from the production company Negativ.

SCREENING TIMES

Venice IFF / Giornate degli Autori 

Country Teacher 
Press + Industry Screening: 

August 30 at 8:15 p.m. in Sala Volpi cinema

Official screening: 

August 31 at 5:30 p.m. in Palalido cinema
Venice IFF / Giornate degli Autori
The Visitor (starring Pavel Liška)
Press + Industry Screening: 

August 28 at 8:15 p.m. Sala Volpi cinema

Official screening: 

August 31 at 11:15 a.m. in Sala Perla cinema
Toronto IFF / Contemporary World Cinema

Country Teacher 
Official screening:

September 7 at 12:00 p.m. in cinema AMC 7
September 8 at 3:15 p.m. in cinema SCOTIABANK THEATRE 4
September 9 at 9:00 p.m. in cinema VARSITY 2
More information you can find at 

www.tiffg.ca
www.labiennale.org/en/cinema/festival

www.venice-days.com
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