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René received the European Film Academy’s Award for Best Documentary Film

Prix ARTE 2008
Press Release

Prague 22 October 2008 – The European Film Academy yesterday announced the winning documentary film for 2008, which was Helena Třeštíková’s René. Pavel Koutecký and Miroslav Janek's documentary film Citizen Havel was also included among the strong competition of the ten films nominated from all over Europe. 
René, director Helena Třeštíková's longitudinal documentary film, which was the first Czech documentary film supported by the MEDIA DEVELOPMENT programme, obtained the prestigious European Film Academy's Prix ARTE award for the best European documentary of 2008. 

The independent jury, with Danish producer Karoline Leth, Finnish programme director of the Moscow Film Festival Kirsi Tykkyläinen and British producer Alan Hayling, stated with regard to their choice: 

“This film, which tells a powerful story about an extraordinary character on the edge of society and was filmed over twenty years, is truly of exceptional quality. The jury found its examination of the relationship between subject and filmmaker fascinating and thought-provoking.”

Prix ARTE is an award that originated in cooperation with the European cultural television channel Arte and the European Film Academy. 

The Prix ARTE award will be presented together with the awards for feature films on 6 December 2008 during a ceremony in Copenhagen.
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