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Night Owls and Country Teacher to Compete in Cottbus

Press Release

Prague, October 3, 2008 – The 18th annual Filmfestival Cottbus, spotlighting movies from Eastern and Central Europe, will take place from November 11-18, 2008. The Czech Republic will be represented at the festival by a total of 14 films, six of which will appear in the festival’s various competition sections, while the other eight compose a retrospective dedicated to the Prague Spring. 

Michaela Pavlátová’s Night Owls (Děti noci) and Bohdan Sláma’s Country Teacher (Venkovský učitel) were chosen for the main competition section, where a total of ten films will compete. An international jury will select the winners for Best Film (linked with a cash prize of €18,000), for Best Director (€7,500) and for Outstanding Artistic Contribution (€5,000). The total financial support doled out at this festival amounts to €67,000.

The members of this year’s jury are: Kosovan actress Arta Dobroshi, who portrayed the character Ema in the Czech-Albanian co-production The Sadness of Mrs. Snajdrova (Smutek pani Šnajdrové) and also acted in the Dardenne brothers’ award-winning film Lorna’s Silence (Le Silence de Lorna); FIPRESCI (International Federation of Film Critics) president Andreij Plachow; Mariette Rissenbeek, deputy director of German Films Service, which promotes German films worldwide; Israeli Film Fund director Katriel Schory, and leading Polish production designer Allan Starali.
Czech films will appear in other sections, too – in the Specials section, I Served the King of England (Obsluhoval jsem Anglického krále) by Jiří Menzel, in the Spectrum section, the aforementioned Czech-Albanian co-production The Sadness of Mrs. Snajdrova  by Eno and Piro Milkaniov, in the National Hits section, Juraj Jakubisko’s Bathory, and in the Children’s Film section, ZdeněkTroška’s The Loveliest Riddle (Nejkrásnější hádanka).
The Retrospective section, dedicated to a different theme each year, presents a total of eight feature films and eight short films from 1968-69 under the name 1968 – The Prague Spring and the Aftermath. The movies screening in this year’s Retrospective are: Petr Nikolaev’s It’s gonna get worse... (A bude hůř..., 2007, 84 min), Jan Švankmajer’s The Death of Stalinism in Bohemia (Konec Stalinismu v Čechách, 1990, 20 min), Vlastimil Venclík’s Uninvited Guest (Nezvaný host, 1969, 23 min), Jan Němec’s A Report on the Party and the Guests (O slavnosti a hostech, 1966, 70 min), Jan Hřebejk’s Pelíšky (1999, 116 min), Pearls of the Deep, a collection of short stories directed by five Czech New Wave directors (Perličky na dně, J. Menzel, J. Němec, E. Schorm, V. Chytilová, J. Jireš, 1966, 107 min), and Jiří Trnka’s The Hand (Ruka, 1965, 17 min). 

You can find more information about the festival program at www.filmfestivalcottbus.de.
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