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Helena Třeštíková’s René Scores Again
Press Release

Prague, November 3, 2008 – Helena Třeštíková’s documentary René took the top prize at the DOK Leipzig international festival of documentary and animated films. This marks the second international award Třeštíková has received in recent weeks.

This long-term observation film, in which the director follows the life of habitual offender René Plášil for 20 years, was chosen by the international jury as the best documentary in the category of films 45 minutes and longer. The Golden Dove award carries with it grant of €10,000 (just under 241,000 crowns). 

René also received another award at DOK Liepzig—the MDR Film Prize, which the German public television station MDR (Mitteldeutscher Rundfunk) awards to an excellent Eastern European documentary film each year and is linked to a cash prize of €3,000.

Prior to its two-fold success at DOK Liepzig, the feature-length documentary René, which chronicles its subject‘s perpetual wandering between prison and brief bouts of freedom, won the European Film Academy’s Prix Arte award for the best European documentary. Třeštíková is the first Czech laureate of this prestigious EFA prize, which is generally deemed the European equivalent of the Oscars. 

René had its world premiere in the documentary competition of the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival this year, after which it was screened at several other international festivals. It opened in Czech theatres last July to great critical acclaim. The director recently announced her intention to continue documenting René Plášil’s story in the future.
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