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Country Teacher Takes Audience Award in Cottbus

Press Release

Prague, November 20, 2008 – The 18th annual FilmFestival Cottbus closed on Saturday, November 15 with a gala awards ceremony, where the Audience Award went to Czech director Bohdan Sláma’s Country Teacher (Venkovský učitel).  The prize was received by the film’s German producer, Karl Baumgartner (Pallas Film).

The Audience Award from the Cottbus festival includes a cash prize of €3,000. Country Teacher, a Czech-German co-production, had its international premiere earlier this year at the Venice Film Festival.

Another Czech film selected for the main competition section, Night Owls (Děti noci), was presented by a delegation comprising actor Jiří Mádl, screenwriter Irena Hejdová and producer Pavel Strnad (Negativ). 

This year’s Best Film Award went to the Russian-Bulgarian feature film Captive (Plennyj) from director Alexje Utschitel.

According to German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier, who was one of the festival’s special guests, the Cottbus festival is the second most important yearly film event in Germany. The 2008 festival presented 136 films from 36 Central and Eastern European countries and attracted throngs of industry professionals from around the world.

You can find the complete list of winners on www.filmfestivalcottbus.de.
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Ceskeé filmové centrum Film Promotion Film Commission Ceské filmové centrum

Nérodni 28, 110 00 Praha 1 info@filmcenter.cz info@filmcommission.cz zizuje Ceska filmova komora, 0.p.s.

tel.: +420 221 105 283 www.filmcenter.cz www.filmcommission.cz a je podporovéno

fax: +420 221 105 303 Ministerstvem kultury Ceské republiky.
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