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Four Czech Films at the Film Festival in Rotterdam

Press Release

Prague 22 January 2009 – Czech filmmaking will have what has become their traditional representation at the 38th annual international festival in Holland’s Rotterdam (21 January – 1 February 2009). Three feature films and one documentary will be presented. Alois Nebel, Tomáš Luňák’s animated debut, was also selected for Europe’s oldest co-production market, CineMart. 
Filmgoers will have the chance to see more than 200 international feature and documentary films and four hundred short films at this year’s festival. 

In the SPECTRUM section filmgoers will be introduced to the successful Czech film from director Bohdan Sláma, Venkovský učitel (A Country Teacher), which had its international premiere last year at the Venice IFF. Zelenka’s original filmed take on Evald Schorm’s theatre play Karamazovi (The Karamazovs) will also be running in the same section. 

The festival public will have the opportunity to see, for the very first time, director Jan Němec’s feature film Holka Ferrari Dino (The Ferrari Dino Girl), which is actually a personal summation of memories of the first day of the invasion in 1968, using original scenes filmed by the director. Another of the works shown in Rotterdam is the remarkable film by documentarist Jana Ševčíková, Gyumri, dealing with the Armenian city destroyed by an earthquake in 1988. The director gathered material for the film, which had its international premiere at the Leipzig IFF, over a period of three years. 

The CineMart co-production market (25 – 29 January, 2009), at which several dozen selected projects are presented every year, has become a traditional part of the festival. It makes it possible for film professionals from the world over to present their film projects in order to try to find potential partners to help realise them. 

CineMart, one of the most important international co-production markets, enjoys wide popularity and shows excellent results in the number of subsequently-realised projects. Two years ago the aforementioned film by Bohdan Sláma, A Country Teacher, was successfully presented here.

A Czech representative will also appear on the market this year. The film project Alois Nebel, shot with the special rotoscoping technology combining live actors with animation, is based on the comics of the same name by Jaroslav Rudiš and Jaromír 99. The film represents the Negativ, Pallas Film (D) and Tobogang (SK) production companies. 

You can find more information on the festival at www.filmfestivalrotterdam.com
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