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Press Release

Prague, 20 April 2009

New Czech Feature & Animated Films Presented at Finále Pilsen 2009 on April 24 

The 22nd annual festival of Czech films in Pilsen, Film Fest Finále 2009, opened yesterday and will run until Saturday. As in years past, the Panel of Upcoming Film Projects will be held at the Finále. This year’s Panel, the eighth consecutive, will be moderated by journalist Tomáš Baldýnský. New Czech feature and animated films will be presented at the Panel from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on April 24 in Měšťanská beseda in Pilsen. The Panel is organized each year by Czech Film Center in cooperation with Film Fest Finále. 

This year the Panel, participants will present a total of 59 feature and animated projects, including 30 projects in development, 11 films in production and 18 works in post-production. 

The assortment of projects is rich in both subject matter and genre (including drama, comedy, tragicomedy, fairy tale, horror, thriller, fantasy and this year even family drama, as seen in The Cottage). There are films set in the normalization era (Don’t Stop, Eighty Letters, Identity Card, Walking Too Fast, An Earthly Paradise for the Eyes or Two Reports on the Czechoslovak Underground), movies mapping the occupation of Czechoslovakia, the Second World War and the Holocaust (Lidice, Protektor, The Terezín Project, The Whispering Game, Regards to Rokycany, Habermann’s Mill) or a film recounting the onset of communism (3 Seasons in Hell). Signed beneath the upcoming projects are newcomers (Jitka Rudolfová) as well as filmmakers who made a splash with their debuts and are preparing their next effort (Karin Babinská, Robert Sedláček, Marek Najbrt). Nor are established and famous directors missing from the list (Tomáš Vorel, Irena Pavlásková, Petr Zelenka, Alice Nellis, Jan Balej, Petr Nikolaev, Juraj Herz, Jan Němec, Vojtěch Jasný, Jan Švankmajer or distinguished Polish director Agnieszka Holland and her film adaptation of the Karel Čapek novel War with the Newts).     

Jana Černík, who heads film promotion at Czech Film Center, summed up the trends at this year’s Panel as follows:

Generally speaking, it seems that comedies are in decline and that the film projects are more diverse than they were two years ago. A new generation of filmmakers is emerging while the “old” new wave, e.g., Němec, Jasný, Herz, Švankmajer, is still making movies too. I would also say there is a tendency toward higher average budgets. 

Overall, the Panel is a unique event for which we have again issued a bilingual brochure summarizing the new projects. The information compiled therein is intended for domestic film professionals and film industry representatives in our country as well as for foreign professionals potentially interested in co-productions with the Czech Republic. Every year the Panel is a meeting point for various groups from the Czech film industry (producers, distributors, directors, etc.), representatives of foreign festivals (Cottbus IFF, San Sebastian IFF, London IFF, Vancouver IFF, etc.) and journalists. Everyone can make new contacts here.

Are Czech filmmakers doing a good job of presenting their projects or is there some room for improvement in comparison with their foreign counterparts?

In my seven years of organizing the Panel, I have to say that the presenters have improved with regard to making their presentations succinct and supplying all the important information. Definitely the Panel in Pilsen cannot compare with coproduction markets such as CineMart, Berlinale Coproduction Market or Connecting Cottbus. New projects should be presented in a structured manner, that is to say, succinctly, with only the most interesting points communicated. This method, called “pitching,” is taught abroad in seminars. When pitching is done right, it helps communication between potential partners and ultimately saves a lot of time. And as we know, time is money... 
Twenty producers, directors or screenwriters will personally present their projects at the Panel in Pilsen. The presentations of some films in post-production will be accompanied by trailers or clips (e.g., 3 Seasons in Hell, Foxes, Walking Too Fast). 

Among the expected participants are directors Jitka Rudolfová and Mira Fornayová and producers Kateřina Černá and Adam Dvořák. The Panel will also welcome Petr Zelenka, who told us a little more about his latest project: 
This year, I’ll present my latest project, which bears an alphanumeric title – F5.6. This is both the favorite clone of the main character, a 22-year-old film director, as well as his probable code name in the Russian intelligence service... It is a film about rising from the dead, about friendship, love and the oldest film crew in the world. So, kind of like a Buena Vista Film Crew Club.


Unlike most Panel participants, I’m looking for Czech production assistance. It must be someone who I see eye to eye with, who is a little experienced, capable of ensuring cash flow and at the same time efficient in co-production administrative matters. I’ve been looking for that person for years

You can watch this year’s Panel live online, starting at 10:30 a.m. on April 24, on the following web sites: 

www.filmcenter.cz, www.iShorts.cz, www.avc-cvut.cz a www.filmfestfinale.cz
Streaming is hosted by Czech Film Center in cooperation with the civic association ishorts and the ČVUT audiovisual center.

Organizations from the Czech film industry will also make presentations at this year’s Panel: Mediadesk Czech Republic and SPI with its new division Film Europe, dealing with sales and promotion of films in Central and Eastern Europe. The event will also include a speech, “How to Be Prepared for Digital Distribution in Cinemas,” delivered to the professional public by the chairman of the Czech Union of Digital Cinemas.

For more information visit www.filmcenter.cz
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