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Press Release
Czech Cinema to Be Presented at This Year’s IFF in Cannes

Prague, May 7, 2009 – This year’s Festival de Cannes, to be held from May 13 – 24, 2009, will give visitors ample opportunities to get to know more about Czech cinema. In 2008, some 10,700 participants from 101 countries around the world attended the accompanying market in Cannes. This year, some 50 film professionals from the Czech Republic (producers, distributors, journalists and representatives of film institution and festivals) are planning to attend the festival and market. The Czech Republic will be represented by Czech Film Center, which will present the latest works from contemporary Czech cinema in its pavilion. 
Markéta Šantrochová from Czech Film Center gave us a preview:

“We have organized a pavilion representing Czech cinema since 2004. Ever since then, we have worked systematically to draw attention to new Czech film and the Czech Republic as a shooting location. That is our general effort, the results of which we have witnessed most in the rising interest in and increasing awareness of contemporary Czech cinema. Moreover, the success of a Romanian film in the competition at Cannes two years ago helped the entire Central and Eastern European region and attracted attention to our cinema.”
Two official events will take place in the pavilion. This year’s Welcome Drink will start at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 15, to mark the grand opening of the Czech-Slovak Pavilion, which Czech Film Center organizes. At 11:00 a.m. on Monday, April 18, the pavilion will serve as the venue for a presentation of AniFest International Festival of Animated Film, held for eight years running in Třeboň and this year for the first time in Teplice, too.
The following Czech films will be screened and offered to sales agents or festival officials at this year’s film market: the wartime drama Tobruk /2008, Václav Marhoul/, the historical epic Bathory /2008, Juraj Jakubisko/, the family film Who’s Afraid of the Wolf /2008, Maria Procházková/,the  experimental Sister /2008, Vít Pancíř/, the love story-drama English Strawberries /2008, Vladimír Drha/, the drama Wingless /2008, Ivo Trajkov/ and the Slovak-Czech drama Heaven, Hell…Earth /2008, Laura Siváková/.
The Czech Republic will also be represented in the official festival program by the student film Beldam /2008/ from director Zuzana Špidlová, which will screen in the section designed to support young filmmakers, Cinéfondation. The movie, which can boast of excellent acting performances, a strong story capturing a relationship between the youngest and the oldest generations, garnered prestigious awards last fall at FAMUFEST 2008, where it took home two coveted prizes from the annual student film festival: for best director and for best film.
Markéta Šantrochová told us: 

“In the official program, the Czech Republic is represented by the student film Beldam, a FAMU production. Student films have long been our calling card in Cannes, which is hopeful because these young film enthusiasts develop into the next generation of filmmakers and the experience they gain from a big festival is highly motivating for them. Let’s hope this intimate drama of a young girl caring for her ailing grandmother directed by Zuzana Špidlová will capture the audience’s hearts and help make the director’s next projects all that much easier to accomplish.”
Czech Film Center and European Film Promotion, the institution charged with promoting European film at international festivals and markets, are organizing at Cannes Producer on the Move – a three-day event spotlighting young European producers. Producer Monika Kristl from Dawson Production was chosen from the Czech Republic. Monika Kristl has collaborated on, among other projects, director Martin Krejčí’s student film Fricassee /2003/, which was screened at Cannes in 2003 in the Directors’ Fortnight section. Two Czech feature films will also be presented in Cannes this year: a love story set during the rise of communism in 1947, 3 Seasons in Hell , by screenwriter and director Tomáš Mašín, which is now in postproduction; and another new project by director Tomáš Mašín, Ferrari Dino Girl, occurring during the occupation of Czechoslovakia. 
The pavilion representing Czech and Slovak cinema at this year’s festival in Cannes is organized by Czech Film Center with support from the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and in cooperation with the Slovak Film Institute and SAPA (Slovak Audiovisual Producers’ Association) with support from the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic.

The pavilion’s partners are Barrandov Studio and Karlovy Vary International Film Festival. 

For more information, please visit www.filmcenter.cz
Contact:
Markéta Šantrochová, GSM: +420 724 329 948
in Cannes (May 14-23, 2009) also GSM: +33 630 169 663
e-mail: marketa@filmcenter.cz

Mgr. Alice Aronová, Ph.D.
PR, Czech Film Center
GSM: +420 603 339 144
alice.aronova@centrum.cz   
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