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Press Release

Czech Filmmakers and Czech Films at International Film Festival in Cannes

Prague, May 14, 2009 – The International Film Festival in Cannes opens yesterday, where Czech cinema will be presented until the festival closes on May 24, 2009. As in past years, Czech Film Center will be there to present the latest works from contemporary Czech cinema to festivalgoers at its pavilion, which will first open its doors at 4:00 p.m. on May 15. As reported in our last press release, seven Czech films will be screened or offered for sale or screenings at the Cannes Film Market: Tobruk, Bathory, Who’s Afraid of the Wolf, Sister, English Strawberries, Wingless and Heaven, Hell…Earth. In Cannes, Czech Film Center representatives will be on hand to provide information about Czech film productions, options for shooting in the country, the conditions for international co-productions and, of course, contacts to Czech film companies, festivals and filmmakers.

As mentioned in the preceding press release, the student film Beldam /2008/ by screenwriter and director Zuzana Špidlová will represent the Czech Republic in the festival’s official program, in the Cinéfondation section for film students. The movie was made as Miss Špidlová’s final undergraduate project at the Film and TV Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts, Prague (FAMU), under the tutelage of renowned director Ivan Vojnár among others. Born in 1978, Miss Špidlová had obtained a law degree from Charles University prior to joining FAMU to study directing, where she is currently preparing her graduate film for her post-graduate degree. The sensitively shot story, with precise acting performances, tells of a young girl and her 85-year-old gravely ill grandmother. Starring in the main role is Marika Šoposká (b. 1989), a student at the Prague Conservatory. This successful budding actress, who has worked with directors Zdeňek Zelenka and Dušan Klein, is currently preparing a television film with director Andrea Sedláčková and performing on stage at a leading Prague drama playhouse, Činoherní klub. Commenting on the casting of Beldam, Zuzana Špidlová said:

“As for the casting, I was counting on – and in fact wrote the screenplay directly for – Marika Šoposká, who had performed in my earlier FAMU film, Naděje zítřka. I chose Mrs. Pokorná for the part of Veronika’s granny based on a ten-year-old photograph of her that I saw at a casting agency. Mrs. Pokorná proved to be in excellent shape, and she is truly interested in filmmaking. Then I went to see her regularly for three months to discuss the screenplay. The toughest part was to find the right person for the role of Veronika’s 14-year-old suitor. I saw about a hundred boys in that age range at various castings but it was Kristina Dufková who found Ondřej Havel just one week before the shoot, when I had even started approaching 14-year-old boys in the metro out of desperation! Luckily, he and Marika harmonized their roles really quickly.”

The award-winning Beldam, which won best film and best director at FAMUFEST 2008, presents an intimate portrait of interpersonal relationships. Zuzana Špidlová is currently preparing her feature film debut, which she would love to make as a coproduction with France:

“I hope my awards from FAMUFEST, as well as the nomination to Cinéfondation, will help facilitate my future filmmaking work or at least make obtaining money for my next film a little easier. I am currently working on the story for my next movie. I intend to start writing the first version of the screenplay upon my return from Cannes and to have that draft ready in early September. I would really like to graduate from FAMU with a feature film. I am considering a coproduction with France chiefly because the plot of the screenplay I’ve started to write takes place in France.”

Some 50 film professionals from the Czech Republic will be attending the festival in Cannes, e.g., documentarist Helena Třeštíková, producer Deana Horváthová-Jakubisková and Karlovy Vary IFF artistic director Eva Zaoralová and her co-workers, not to mention representatives of Barrandov Studio.

You can find more information at www.filmcenter.cz
Contact:

Markéta Šantrochová, GSM: +420 724 329 948, 

in Cannes (14.-23.5.2009) also GSM: +33 630 169 663

e-mail: marketa@filmcenter.cz

Mgr. Alice Aronová, Ph.D.
PR Českého filmového centra
GSM: +420 603 339 144
alice.aronova@gmail.com   
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