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Julius Ševčík Wins Best Director Award for His Thriller Normal 

at Prestigious A Category Festival in Shanghai 
Press Release
The Shanghai International Film Festival (www.siff.com) belongs to a prestiguous group of twelve A category festivals that includes Cannes, Venice and Karlovy Vary.  No Czech film has ever won the prize for best director in the main competition at this foreign festival. 

Oscar-winning chairman of the jury Danny Boyle (Trainspotting, Slumdog Millionaire) accompanied the award with generous praise for the director: “Thanks to the dazzling and technically bold directing of all elements, the movie delivered a challenging vision of the serial killer genre.  Actress and jury member Andie MacDowell added that the competition was very stiff, as the quality was high.
“I am incredibly happy,” said director Julius Ševčík. “I think tonight is going to be a very long one. I am so glad that we made it in the face of the competition from 15 other films from around the world, and also for the jury’s words about the movie. The best director award is for the whole crew, who gave so much to this film, as did I.”
“We had heard that Normal would appeal to Eastern Asian audiences, so I am thrilled that it was confirmed by such an important festival prize. Now we are looking forward to the trip to the next A festival, in Moscow, where the movie will be screened in a non-competition section,” says producer Karla Stojáková.
www.normalfilm.cz 

The thriller Normal is shot based on a true case that shocked all of Europe in the 1930s. The period film tells of a killing spree and a conflict between the imprisoned murderer and his defense attorney. Milan Kňažko returned to the silver screen to potray the role of the serial killer Kurten, and his rival is the young Czech acting talent Pavel Gajdoš in the role of his ambitious lawyer. The leading trio is completed by Dagmar Havlová, also marking a return the silver screen.

