Press Release
         Two Weeks of Czech Film in Strasbourg
September 29, 2009 – A two-week presentation of Czech cinema will take place in Strasbourg from September 30 to October 13. The festival titled Quinzaine du Cinema Tcheque, i.e., Two Weeks of Czech Film, follows up on a similar event held years ago in Strasbourg by the same organizer – Odyssée Cinema – in collaboration with Jaromil Jireš. 

This year’s festival will offer seven cinematic works from post-Velvet Revolution Czech Republic – six feature films and a feature-length documentary: Kolja /1996/, Return of the Idiot /1999/, Jan Werich’s Fimfárum /2002/, Wrong Side Up /2005/, Citizen Havel /2008/, A Country Teacher /2008/, and Who’s Afraid of the Wolf /2008/. Three classics by acclaimed director Milos Forman will round out the Czech bill: the legendary Oscar-winning drama One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest /1975/, the period epic Amadeus /1984/, and the romantic drama Valmont /1989/. 

Who’s Afraid of the Wolf , a family film written and directed by Maria Procházková, will kick off the festival at 8:30 p.m. on September 30 in the aforementioned Odyssée Cinema. The director will be on hand to present her acclaimed film, a poetic account of the life of five-year-old Terezka, to the Strasbourg audience. Procházková, who is set to shoot Goldilocks next spring and is also preparing a follow-up to her animated movie European Pexeso, this time focusing on regions in the Czech Republic and called Czech Pexeso, told us more about Who’s Afraid of the Wolf’s festival appearances:
  
Coincidentally, I happen to be in Romania with Who’s Afraid of the Wolf right now. The film is here for the premiere of an annual children’s film festival and will subsequently go into theatrical distribution here. So Wolf is going to appear with Romanian subtitles ... 
I look forward to taking my film to Strasbourg. We are naturally thrilled about each new screening and destination. Audience reactions have differed slightly from place to place, but we have been very pleased everywhere we’ve been thus far – the film is liked. Sometimes I feel really silly for smiling so much when receiving praise from audiences... And they aren’t just friendly festival audiences, either. 
I have to say, however, that the screenings with audio translation for the blind and sign language for the deaf have been my strongest experiences so far.


Two Weeks of Czech Cinema is organized by Czech Film Center, the Czech Republic’s Permanent Representation to the Council of Europe and Odyssée Cinema in Strasbourg. A delegation of members of the Czech Parliament is co-organizing the opening night. The film delegation will be presented at the event by MP Anna Čurdová, Chargé d´Affaires of the Permanent Representation to the Council of Europe Mr. Pavel Hrnčíř, and Markéta Šantrochová of the Czech Film Center. The evening coincides with the Czech MPs’ visit to Strasbourg for the fall session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. On October 1, 2009, the Council of Europe’s 60th anniversary will also be celebrated in Strasbourg.
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