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Press Release
Censored Czech Animated Films to Be Screened in Dresden
Prague, November 5, 2009 – Six animated films will be screened at 8 o’clock tonight in Dresden’s Motorenhalle as part of the 11th Czech-German Culture Days. The block of films, dubbed Freedom of Animation, commemorates the anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, which marked fundamental changes in the political and social landscape of Europe, thus naturally Czechoslovakia, too.

The program was compiled by renowned Czech animation dramaturgs Jiří Kubíček and Edgar Dutka and was first screened at this year’s Anifest in Třeboň and Teplice. The two-hour event will also feature expert commentary by Michaela Mertová of the National Film Archive. 

“After the Communist Party’s rise to power, film, like other areas of life, was under its iron fist. Censorship, which officially did not exist, was implemented directly in film studios by the management. Many stories were never approved at all, while others were irreversibly altered or contorted before distribution, despite the authors’ protests,” says Michaela Mertová. 

The program will feature The Hand (Jiří Trnka, 1965), Homunculus (Václav Mergl, 1984), Dimensions of Dialogue (Jan Švankmajer, 1982), an abridged, censored version of What Do You Think, Mr. Baron? (Ilja Novák, 1984), the original version of What Do You Think, Mr. Baron? (Ilja Novák, 1984), Dilemma (Pavel Koutský, 1985), and Disasters (Pavel Koutský, 1984). 
  
The Czech animated film program is designed as an accompanying event of Fault Zones – The East Principle, a project organized by the Riesa efau cultural association from October 31 to November 23 in the capital of Saxony. This is the first project organized by Czech Film Center in collaboration with Riesa efau. Information about the complete program is available at www.riesa-efau.de or www.tschechische-kulturtage.de (also in CZ). 

Freedom of Animation is the CFC and Anifest’s second collaboration in the area of Czech animated film, which has caught a second wind in recent years, as evidenced by an uptick in new feature-length animated films.
For more information, contact Jana Černík, jana@filmcenter.cz,
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