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Press Release

Prague, September 21, 2010

Boom of Czech Documentaries in Czech Distribution,

 at Foreign Film Festivals Persists

The Institute of Documentary Film (IDF), which is set to celebrate its tenth anniversary this fall, recently presented a selection of the most interesting Czech documentaries to be made in the next year in an event co-organized with Czech Film Center (CFC) at Prague’s Světozor cinema. IDF officials also made clear that the boom of Czech documentaries has not waned a bit, as shown by the unwavering average of roughly twenty documentaries distributed in Czech cinemas annually in recent years and their abundant screenings at foreign festivals. 

This year, ten documentary filmmakers were given the opportunity to present their works scheduled to be completed within the next year. The first film, entitled Terrestrials, Who Will You Vote For?, was made by participants in a unique workshop led by director Linda Jablonská. The very successful previews, made by mentally handicapped youth under Jablonská’s supervision, went viral on the Internet before last year’s parliamentary elections. The shorter version of the documentary was aired by Czech Television on December 22 under the series Our Czech Mentality, and a longer version will be heading to this year’s Documentary Film Festival in Jihlava, among others. Other Czech filmmakers presented the following documentaries: Theatre Svoboda directed by Jakub Hejna, best known for his editing work (René, Lost Holiday, The Beauty Echange), which tells the story of his grandfather, the internationally acclaimed stage designer Josef Svoboda; Necessity of Choice from director Veronika Sobková, whose long-time observational documentary compares the lives of prisoners serving life sentences with those released within a few years; Bear Islands by director Martin Ryšavý, the winner of this year’s Pavel Koutecký Award (Country of Dreams), who follows a park ranger at a polar bear reservation located in the East Siberian Sea; Two Little Somalian Pirates by David Čálek (whose feature Heaven, Hell was recently released), about pirates who set out to sea with the vision of feeding their hungry children; Half Forgotten, Half Forgiven by Petra Ondřejková about the lives of those who lived through “August 1968” forty years later; All For the Good of the World and Nosovice! from Vít Klusák is an original portrait of a Moravian village where a “UFO” landed in the form of a giant silver car plant built by South Korean automaker Hyundai; Rocking All Over The Year by Jan Gogola (whose I Love My Boring Life won last year’s IFF Jihlava) is a portrait of the life of Olda Říha, frontman of the famous Czech rock band Katapult; Great Opportunity by Vít Janeček, about the life of Mongolians who came to live and work in the Czech Republic prior to 2008; A Terrorist Manual from Tereza Reichová, about repression, the anti-terrorist act and life in the Basque region of Navarra in northern Spain.

The new bilingual catalog, Czech Documentary Films 2010/2011, containing information on more than 100 upcoming Czech documentaries as well as a selection of 20 completed ones, has also been released recently, and can be downloaded from the websites www.filmcenter.cz and www.DOKweb.net.
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