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DIVADLO SVOBODA
THEATRE SVOBODA

D: Jakub Hejna
CZ 2011 | 95 min | HDCam
Domestic release: April 7, 2011

Darkness is my raw material. Just as
the sculptor needs his clay, the
carver needs his wood; | carve my
theatre out of darkness.”

Josef Svoboda

| grew up in the home of a man who
was a brilliant stage designer, who
was also my grandfather to whom

| did not talk much. | was twenty-
five when he died and | knew very
little about him. | decided to explore
the darkness and the emptiness and
to search for some of the things that
outlive us.” Jakub Hejna

The only Czech documentary dealing
with Josef Svoboda’s life and work
in a comprehensive and profound
manner as well as the only film to
incorporate archive material related
to Svoboda’s work and private life
that has never been published.
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EIGHTY LETTERS

D: Vaclav Kadrnka

Cast: Zuzana Lapcikova,

Martin Pavlus, Gerald Turner
CZ 2011 | 75 min | 35 mm
Domestic release: April 21, 2011

Eighty Letters is autobiographical.
The source of the film is the
memories of the director and the
surviving correspondence between
his parents. The story takes place in
Czechoslovakia in 1987, after the
father has defected to England and
the mother and her son are trying to
leave the country to reunite with
him. Husband, wife, child — even at
a distance they are still together, but
the forced break-up of any family is
an abnormal situation. The film is
told through the eyes of the
fourteen-year-old boy, his rankled
view without the veneer of
experience or initiation, in just one
day, as his mother is going about

a ramped up daily routine, mapping
out every step hour by hour. He
catches up with her in the midst of it
but she must act alone in order to
make their reunion a reality.

El CZECHMADEMAN

CZECHMADEMAN

D: Tom4$ Rehorek

CZ 2011 | 96 min | 35 mm

Cast: Jan Budar, Predrag Bjelac,
Martin Pisafik, Katefina BroZova
Domestic release: April 28, 2011
www.czechmademan.cz

A dark comedy about a “child” of our
times. The American Dream, Czech-
style. Czechmademan is one of the
few unique peeks back at the past
two decades of Czech freedom. The
movie is based on the narrative of

a Czech multimillionaire who did not
achieve success by stripping
companies, making crooked deals
and cronyism. He realizes early on
that he has nobody but himself to
rely on. During the totalitarian
regime of the 80s, he ambles

along his oddball path and then
experiences the Velvet Revolution
atypically, too — in an asylum amidst
nutcases.
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LIDICE

D: Petr Nikolaev

CZ, SK2011] 110 min | 35 mm
Cast: Karel Roden, Zuzana
Fialova, Zuzana BydZovska,
Ondrej Novak, Roman Luknér
Domestic release: June 2, 2011
www.filmlidice.cz

The burning of this village was Nazi
Germany's only act of genocide that
they officially admitted during the
war and it shook the world. It
presents audiences with three
interconnected stories. The first is
about an unfortunate family where
the patriarch accidentally kills his
son in the heat of an argument and
is then sentenced to prison. The
second is the story of a letter that
became the pretence for this Nazi
massacre, even though it, too, was
evidently an innocent lie aimed at
covering up for infidelity. The third
story is about fear, about personal
responsibility and about whether
surviving is truly winning when the
prize comes in exchange for the loss
of one's dignity and honour.

DAY AFTER THE LONG
NIGHT

D: Tomas Kudrna
CZ, DE 2011 | 89 min | digibeta
Domestic release: June 9, 2011

They arrived from Poland, Russia,
Ukraine, the Czech Republic, France,
Holland and Belgium — forced
labourers deployed to churn out
supplies for the battlefront and the
German home front during the
Second World War. They toiled in
munitions factories, produced
household goods or worked in
agriculture. There were some 13
million of these forced labourers
working for the Third Reich during
that period. They were brought in
mostly from the countries occupied
by the German army or from the
German protectorates. For most, the
experience changed their lives
forever. This groundbreaking
documentary, the first to examine
the forced labourers' post-war fates,
seeks to answer the question of
how their lives were affected by this
experience.

IN THE DUVET

D: F. A. Brabec

CZ 2011 | 100 min | DCP 3D

Cast: Lucie Bila, Karel Roden,
Amélie Pokornda, Matéj Prevratil,
Bolek Polivka, EliSka Balzerova,
Nina Diviskova, Arnost Goldflam,
Jifi Madl, Anna Stropnickad, Nikol
Moravcova

Domestic release: June 16, 2011
www.vperinach.cz

On a picturesque square there are
two houses. The first is the feather
cleaner’s, and the other one houses
the office of Miss Hilda, a dream-
reader. These two are absolute
enemies. The grandfather from the
family of feather cleaners discovers
a world of dreams hidden in duvets
and figures out how to eliminate the
bad dreams. Everyone in town is
having quite pleasant dreams. But
one day the old man disappears. His
whole family becomes involved in
an adventure they had never even
dreamed of. Their fight with Hilda
for their dreams culminates in

a magical pillowy world right in their
duvets.
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Karel Schwarzenberg

— Minister of Foreign
Adam Dvorak Affairs of the Czech
— producer Republic

Petr Nikolaev

— director
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ADAM DVORAK

Adam Dvorak, editor and producer, just completed his first historical epic film Lidice as a producer.
Originally the direction of the film was entrusted to Alice Nellis (Mamas & Papas) who,
because of her illness, was replaced by Petr Nikolaev (/t's Gonna Get Worse).

How it all began...

Well, the beginning of the shooting was that simple because Alice Nellis got sick.

| am ultimately very glad that | met Petr Nikolaev. The cameraman in our film was
Antonio Riestra, a Mexican who Petr Nikolaev chose. In fact | was surprised about
how he understood the theme and the shooting. | was a bit worried at first, but the
result is so convincing that nobody dared to ask why a Mexican cameraman is
shooting such a purely Czech theme. On the contrary, | think that his interpretation
provides another point of view and that we are going to watch a Czech film and
Czech actors through Mexican eyes. | am sure that this is just fine.

A special musical project arose for the film Lidice. Can you give us a brief
description of it?

A soundtrack was created, and its biggest task will be to bring the theme of Lidice
closer to younger generation. Together with Michal Hrliza we approached
performers across various genres for them to try to put together a collection of
songs inspired by the event or the film. There will be songs there from Michal, his
duet with Aneta Langerova, Lucie Bila, Xindl X, Jan Budaf, James Harries, Dan
Barta and others. All of these songs are great and | am really glad that there were
created just now for our film Lidice.

Lidice lives on. Not only our town of Lidice,
but also women named Lidice all over the
world, and you know a lot of them. Can you
tell us how the idea to get in touch with
these Lidices come about and what all come
of it?

| came up with the idea to get in touch with women
named Lidice during a visit to the Lidice monument.
They said that they knew of a few women in the
world who had that name. The result is fantastic!

| discovered an unbelievable number — 400 women
who had the same name as the town of Lidice.

They are not only ladies advanced in age, but also young women. That only
convinced me that the custom that existed right after what happened in Lidice or
the impression that it left on young mothers for them to give their children the
name Lidice has lasted up to now. And | am very glad about that. Plus we have
a wonderful collection of photographs of women bearing the name Lidice...

What scene was the most demanding?

From the perspective of the producer definitely the ones with the most extras.

We had them in a lot of scenes. | would guess around 170 extras. They are very
complicated scenes, not only in terms of organisation, but also financially, of
course. Then we also had a scene where there were roughly about 600 or 700
people. They came like volunteers right to the Lidice plain all by themselves on the
basis of our appeal. We had to also make sure that we didn't "torment" them for
too long. And so we rushed through it to get it all done in time. Plus rain put

a wrench in the works. But Petr Nikolaev pulled it off fantastically.

Did you learn anything about Lidice that they didn't tell you in school

thanks to the film?

I learned a lot of things thanks to the film Lidice. Right when | read the script,

which was the reason why | got involved in it at all. | surmised that the children
were taken somewhere to be re-educated and
the men somewhere to be shot and the women
were taken to concentration camps. But | had
no idea why this happened and what their fates
were. The first reading of the script, and
everybody who read it said the same thing, felt
like a whodunit; it was simply so suspenseful
that it wasn't possible to read it five or ten
pages at a time. They had to read it all in one
sitting. | hope that it will be the same for the
film Lidice, that the audience will find it as
eminently “watchable”.

BRINGING BOLLYWOOD TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Representatives of the Czech Film Commission and Czech Tourism met recently
with Indian filmmakers in Mumbai to promote the Czech Republic as a film
location. “India offers us so much potential. They produce around 1200 feature
films annually,” said Ludmila Claussova of the Czech Film Commission. “We want
to bring some that business to the Czech Republic.”

Ludmila Claussova and Radka Neumannova of CzechTourism India made

a presentation for more than 50 film professionals April 27 before meeting
with executives at major film production companies in the following days.
Attracting Indian filmmakers was one of CzechTourism's goals in opening its
Indian branch last year. Neumannova planned the April presentation with the
Czech Film Commission with this in mind.

“A successful feature film is the best marketing a country can have in India,”
Neumannova said.
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CAGEY TIGERS
CAGEY TIGERS

D: Aramisova

CZ, SK 2010 | 23 min |
35 mm

May 20 | 11:00 a.m. |
Salle Buiiuel

A film about friendship and
self-honesty. The main
character resolves an internal

dilemma about how honest to
be with regard to his intimate
feelings and to what extent
he should take his loved ones,
and especially his best
friends, into account when
fulfilling them.

May 14 | 6:00 p.m. |
Olympia 6

cinéfondation
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EIGHTY LETTERS

May 16 | 8:00 p.m. |
Palais H

Rockstar filmed on Czech locations in 2010

Film has a demonstrated boost on tourism all around the world. The first

Lord of the Rings (2001) film gave New Zealand an estimated $41m in promotion.
Cephalonia, Greece experienced a 50% increase tourism in the three years
following the release of Captain Corelli's Mandolin (2001).

Indian audiences will see Czech locations in theaters this fall with the release

of Shree Ashtavinayak Cine Vision Ltd.'s Rockstar, directed by Imtiaz Ali and
featuring Bollywood star Ranbir Kapoor. Claussova and Neumannova saw scenes
from the film when they visited Shree Ashtavinayak studios, where the film is in
post-production. “It looks amazing,” Claussova said. “Rockstar will be a great
promotion for the Czech Republic in India.”

MARKET SCREENINGS AT MARCHE DU FILM 2011

NICKY'S FAMILY
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May 14 | 6:30 p.m. | Riviera 2
— closed screening,
by invitation only

May 17 | 3:30 p.m. |
Palais H

e -

\

S L

¥

@

© Julie Vrabelova, Temas Vaverka

© Shree Ashtavinayak Cine Vi




