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Czech films and filmmakers in Venice, Toronto and Thessaloniki

Press Release

Prague, 24 August 2011 – Following the successful participation of Czech films at major festivals such as the Berlin, Cannes and Karlovy Vary international film festivals, Czech cinematography is moving further down the festival trail. Tomáš Luňák’s long-awaited animated film Alois Nebel was chosen for the Official Selection at the Venice Film Festival and will be continuing on to the Toronto International Film Festival, where it will meet up with the second Czech film in the Official Selection, Martin Šulík’s Gypsy. In November first-time director Václav Kadrnka’s Eighty Letters will be competing in the Thessaloniki International Film Festival.
The first Czech animated film to use rotoscoping technology, Alois Nebel (CZ, D, SK, dir. Tomáš Luňák), will have its world premiere in the official Out of Competition selection at the 68th Venice International Film Festival (August 31st – September 10th).

The animated film, which is represented by the international sales The Match Factory, will be accompanied by a large delegation: Pavel Strnad (producer), Tomáš Luňák (director), Marie Ludvíková (actress), Miroslav Krobot (actor), Tereza Voříšková (actress), Jaromír 99 and Jaroslav Rudiš (screenwriters).

You can find a recent interview with the film's producer, Pavel Strnad (Negativ), on the Czech Film Center’s web pages: http://filmcenter.cz/en/news/detail/956-we-bring-you-an-interview-about-alois-nebel-with-the-producer-of-this-film-pavel-strnad
The Toronto International Film Festival (September 8th – 18th) is considered to be the gateway to American distribution and also offers a platform for international co-productions. For the second time Czech producers will have the opportunity to participate in the Producers Lab (September 7th – 10th), which European Film Promotion is organizing in cooperation with the Ontario Media Development Corporation (OMDC) and the Toronto IFF. The goal is to network producers from Europe and Canada that are looking for partners for their projects with a high artistic and commercial value. After last year’s participation by Monika Kristlová (Dawson Production), this year Karla Stojáková (Axman Production) was selected to participat in the four-day programme together with 11 European and 12 Canadian producers (see www.efp-online.com).
Two films will appear in the festival’s Official Selection this year: Tomáš Luňák’s first feature Alois Nebel, which will be accompanied by the director Tomáš Luňák and the film's producer Pavel Strnad.  Martin Šulík’s film Gypsy, a Slovak-Czech co-production that had its festival premiere at the Karlovy Vary IFF, was chosen as the second film.
The director will be accompanying the film together with his producer, Rudolf Biermann.
Another debut film will be competing at the Thessaloniki International Film Festival (November 4th – 14th) in the main selection for first and second films: Václav Kadrnka’s Eighty Letters. 

Contact:
Jana Černík, jana@filmcenter.cz, mobile: +420 724 329 949.
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