[image: image1.jpg]L] CzeCh promoting

czech film

N ﬁlm and film industry
mcenter  voddwide





Alois Nebel sent to vie for an Oscar

Prague, October 26, 2011 – The new animated film Alois Nebel from first-time director Tomáš Luňák was nominated by the Czech Film and Television Academy (CFTA) for an Oscar. It will be vying with other foreign films for a nomination announced by the American Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in the category "Best Foreign Language Film".
Members of the CFTA selected the Czech candidate from among 38 films. In the final decision, the following films obtained the most votes from the CFTA members (in alphabetical order):

Alois Nebel by director Tomáš Luňák
Habermann’s Mill (Habermannův mlýn) by director Juraj Herz
Identity Card (Občanský průkaz) by director Ondřej Trojan
Leaving (Odcházení) by Václav Havel 

Lidice by director Petr Nikolaev
Surviving Life (Přežít svůj život) by Jan Švankmajer

Alois Nebel, which will be released to Czech cinemas on 29 September 2011, had its world premiere at the International Film Festival in Venice.  It was received with great enthusiasm by critics and audiences alike.

Alois Nebel’s story begins in the autumn of 1989 at the White Brook train station in the Jeseníky Mountains, where he works as a dispatcher. Nebel played by Miroslav Krobot (The Turin Horse, Bela Tarr) is a quiet loner who, from time to time, is assailed by a strange fog. Dorothe, a victim of the violent expulsion of the Germans after World War II, most frequently appears to him. The film was based on the comics by Jaroslav Rudiš and Jaromír 99. Alois Nebel was released as the first graphic novel in modern Czech history. White Brook (Bílý Potok) was the first to be published in 2003 and, due to its success, was followed by two more sequels — Main Station (Hlavní nádraží) and Golden Hills (Zlaté Hory). This completed the trilogy, which was released in a single volume in 2006. The story is captured in raw black and white drawings, illustrating the contrast between the narrative tone and history. The author — Jaromír 99 — was inspired by 1950’s American comic books, socialist realism and the motives of old paper cut-outs that remain a typical form of folk art in the Jeseníky region. The comics were also released in Germany and in Poland.

Alois Nebel is unique in terms of its artistic treatment. It is the first Czech film that was made using the “rotoscopic” method (a technique where film footage with live actors serves as the bas for the animation).

NEGATIV production company was behind the film, which was co-produced by Czech Television, UPP, Soundsquare (Czech Republic), Tobogang (Slovakia) and Pallas Film (Germany).
The final Oscar nominations will be announced on 24 January 2012 and the awards ceremony will take place on 26 February 2012. For more information see: www.oscars.org
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